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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Report  on  the  health  of 
Northumberland  for  1963.  This  is  the  71st  Annual  Report,  and  it 
contains  several  points  of  special  interest  in  its  review  of  the  year. 

There  were  more  children  born  in  the  county  than  in  any  other 
year  save  1947  when  abnormal  conditions  prevailed  immediately 
after  the  war.  Fewer  babies  died  before  their  first  birthday,  and 
this  mortality  in  the  first  year  of  life  was  less  than  the  national 
rate.  A  new  low  record  was  established  for  the  death  rate  of  babies 
who  do  not  survive  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  ;  this  maintains  a 
declining  trend  which  has  been  demonstrable  over  the  last  five 
years.  This  fall  in  the  neo-natal  death  rate  is  particularly  welcome 
as  for  so  long  this  component  of  infantile  mortality  did  not  follow 
the  general  decrease  which  had  been  seen  for  many  years.  Un¬ 
doubtedly,  the  greater  care  taken  of  the  expectant  mother  has  a 
considerable  bearing  on  this  reduction  in  the  loss  of  infant  life, 
and  the  family  doctors,  the  hospitals  and  the  Council’s  midwifery 
and  health  visiting  services  have  all  played  their  part  in  this. 
Co-operation  between  the  three  parts  of  the  maternity  services  is 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  a  high  standard  is  achieved  in 
Northumberland.  There  are  137  family  doctors  who  see  their  own 
ante-natal  patients  in  my  Department’s  clinics,  and  this  arrange¬ 
ment  makes  for  excellent  co-ordination  between  the  doctors  and 
the  Department’s  staff.  The  success  of  the  arrangement  is  reflected 
in  the  fact  that  a  record  number  of  mothers  attended  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinics. 

A  new  record  was  established  in  tuberculosis,  the  number  of 
new  cases  being  the  lowest  on  record.  The  decline  in  tuberculosis 
in  recent  years  has  not  meant  any  slackening  in  preventive  measures. 
For  the  past  10  years  the  tuberculin  testing  of  children  which  is 
carried  out  on  entering  school  has  been  used  as  a  method  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  trace  sources  of  infection,  and  more  recently  to  enable  treat¬ 
ment  to  be  given  when  necessary  to  positive  reactors.  The  tuberc¬ 
ulin  testing  of  the  11  year  old  children  also  enables  this  to  be  done 
as  well  as  indicating  those  who  need  protection  by  B.C.G.  vaccine. 
The  number  of  children  needing  vaccination  steadily  increases  as 
the  risk  of  their  being  infected  is  reduced  by  the  decline  in  tuberc¬ 
ulosis  in  the  community  and  7,500  children  were  vaccinated  in  the 
year  :  47,000  have  been  protected  since  the  scheme  started. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  child  welfare  clinics 
has  increased  each  year  since  the  National  Health  Service  came 
into  operation,  and  in  1963  the  total  passed  the  30,000  mark.  This 
means  that  the  numbers  have  increased  by  66|%  since  1949,  and 
by  15%  in  the  last  5  years.  While  this  increase  in  numbers,  which 
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reflects  the  better  facilities  that  have  been  made  available  through 
new  premises,  is  to  be  welcomed,  the  doctors  working  in  this  field 
are  less  concerned  with  increased  numbers  than  with  the  detailed 
investigation  and  observation  of  those  children  who  seem  likely 
to  need  special  care.  The  work  of  the  health  visitors  in  testing 
infants  for  possible  deafness  and  for  possible  metabolic  disorder 
which  may  lead  to  mental  subnormality  is  part  of  this  pattern. 
It  is  now  known  that  there  is  a  special  risk  of  certain  groups  of 
infants  developing  abnormally,  and  in  order  to  keep  these  under 
particular  observation  a  register  was  established  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  Every  effort  is  made  to  review  children  in  these  risk 
groups  periodically  in  order  to  assist  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
if  any  defect  develops. 

The  provision  of  new  clinic  premises  has  led  not  only  to 
increases  in  the  number  of  babies  attending  but  to  an  expansion 
of  the  range  of  the  work  that  is  carried  out.  The  report  describes 
the  developments  that  have  taken  place  in  the  establishment  of 
Mothers’  Clubs  and  of  toddler  classes  or  kindergarten.  These 
proved  to  be  of  great  value  and  are  an  extension  of  the  health 
visitor’s  work  in  health  education.  A  great  deal  of  group  teaching 
is  carried  out  with  mothers,  and  I  am  most  grateful  to  Mr.  C.  E. 
Pulford,  the  Principal  of  the  Northumberland  Technical  College, 
for  arranging  at  the  College  a  special  course  of  training  in  teaching 
methods  for  health  visitors. 

In  the  field  of  mental  health  there  was  a  most  important 
expansion  during  the  year  with  the  opening  of  a  residential  training 
centre  at  Alnwick  for  subnormal  children.  This  centre,  which 
opened  in  October  and  took  in  children  who  could  not  attend  day 
training  centres  either  because  of  geographical  considerations  or 
special  circumstances,  proved  to  be  a  great  asset  to  the  service 
and  was  greatly  appreciated  by  parents.  Even  in  the  first  term  the 
benefit  to  the  children  was  apparent,  and  their  improvement  has 
continued  in  subsequent  terms.  An  equally  important  development 
was  the  extension  of  the  work  of  the  mental  welfare  officers  in  the 
community  care  of  the  mentally  ill.  I  am  very  much  indebted  to 
Dr.  D.  Irwin,  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  at  St.  George’s  Hospital, 
for  the  steps  he  took  and  the  efforts  he  made  to  bring  the  mental 
welfare  officers  into  the  working  of  the  hospital  and  to  use  their 
services  in  the  care  of  discharged  patients,  which  resulted  in  a 
very  great  improvement  in  the  part  which  the  staff  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  could  play  in  the  community  care  of  the  mentally  ill.  The 
visits  of  these  officers  to  mentally  ill  patients  in  their  homes  have 
doubled  in  the  last  5  years,  and  the  number  of  patients  receiving 
care  at  home  increased  by  nearly  50%  during  the  year.  This  is  a 
field  in  which  we  can  expect  rapid  extensions  in  the  work  of  the 
Department. 

The  welfare  of  the  blind  has  been  the  responsibility  of  the 
Department  for  many  years  with  the  provision  of  a  home  for  the 
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blind  as  one  of  the  important  features  of  the  service.  This  experience 
in  social  welfare  proved  of  the  greatest  value  when  the  provision 
of  services  for  the  generally  handicapped  was  introduced  ten 
years  ago.  During  that  time  the  number  of  generally  handicapped 
persons  registered  with  the  Authority  has  steadily  increased  and 
the  scope  of  the  service  has  considerably  widened.  The  fact  that  a 
number  of  younger  people  with  severe  physical  handicaps  were  of 
necessity  accommodated  in  welfare  homes  along  with  the  very 
elderly  residents  had  long  been  considered  unsatisfactory,  and  I 
am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  opening  of  a  special 
home  for  the  handicapped  at  Morpeth  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  advances  that  we  have  made  for  some  years. 

No  great  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in  the 
recruitment  of  staff,  and  the  full  establishment  of  dentists  was 
maintained  while  vacancies  in  the  health  visiting,  midwifery  and 
home  nursing  fields  were  readily  filled.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
this  happy  state  of  affairs  reflects  the  personal  success  of  Mr.  A. 
E.  Robinson,  the  Principal  Dental  Officer,  and  Miss  A.  A.  Graham, 
the  Principal  Nursing  Officer,  in  directing  and  supporting  their 
respective  staff. 

In  November  Dr.  J.  M.  Edwards  retired  after  25  years’  service 
in  the  Department.  Dr.  Edwards  came  to  the  county  when  the 
child  welfare  service  was  extremely  limited  in  its  extent,  and  she 
devoted  her  efforts  unceasingly  to  its  expansion  and  improvement. 
The  growth  of  the  service  to  its  present  state  with  its  greatly 
increased  number  of  first-class  premises  took  place  wholly  under 
her  direction  and  guidance.  Many  thousands  of  mothers  and  babies 
in  the  county  are  indebted  to  her  for  her  efforts  to  bring  the  best 
available  service  to  them,  and  she  has  the  best  wishes  of  all  of  the 
staff  in  her  retirement. 

I  am  specially  grateful  to  Dr.  Minns  for  his  help  in  all  sections 
of  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  I  would  express  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Wade,  Mr.  Woodcock  and  all  the  members  of  the  staff  who 
have  worked  ktyally  throughout  the  year.  We  all  appreciate  the 
interest  and  support  of  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
on  all  occasions. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

County  Hall, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  i. 

Telephone  :  Newcastle  2-8927. 
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Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1963 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

Live  Births — 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

Still  Births — 

Number 

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 
Infant  deaths  (under  1  year) 

Infant  mortality  rates — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total 
live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) — 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


491,200 


8,416 

17.1 

4.1 

159 

18.5 

8,575 

175 

20.7 
20.4 
28.9 

14-3 

12.7 
31.0 


2 


0.2 


Population. 

The  population  increased  to  491,200,  which  was  4,030  more 
than  in  1962.  Natural  increase  represented  2,366  of  this  total,  the 
remainder  being  made  up  by  influx  into  the  county.  The  number 
of  people  living  in  Northumberland  has  increased  by  46,600  in  the 
past  ten  years. 


Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  births  increased  in  1963  and  reached  the  total 
of  8,416  which  has  only  been  exceeded  in  the  county  in  the  year 
1947  immediately  after  the  war.  Despite  this  increase,  however, 
the  birth  rate  of  17. 1  was  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the 
adjusted  figure  of  17.3  was  lower  than  the  national  rate  of  18.2 
per  1,000  population. 

Changes  in  the  county  are  clearly  reflected  in  the  increases 
in  the  number  of  births  in  different  districts  over  the  past  five  years. 
The  births  in  Whitley  Bay  increased  from  517  in  1959  to  648  in 
1963  and  in  Castle  Ward  the  births  rose  from  339  to  474  in  the 
same  period.  Increases  of  a  slightly  less  order  have  occurred  in 
Bedlington  and  Newburn,  but  there  were  fewer  births  in  Long- 
benton  and  Wallsend  than  there  were  five  years  ago. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

For  the  third  time  in  the  past  four  years  the  infant  mortality 
rate  for  the  county  fell  below  the  national  rate  and  reached  the 
figure  of  20.7.  The  neonatal  mortality  of  14.3  per  1,000  live  births 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  county. 

In  some  of  the  county  districts  the  figures  are  so  small  that 
considerable  variations  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  occur  from 
year  to  year.  In  Wallsend,  however,  the  rate  remains  consistently 
above  the  average  for  the  county. 


General  Death  Rate. 

There  were  6,150  deaths  during  the  year,  and  the  crude  death 
rate  of  12.52  was  higher  than  the  year  before.  After  adjustment 
by  the  comparability  factor  of  1.08,  the  rate  was  13.52  which  was 
slightly  lower  than  1962  ;  it  remained  higher  than  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Principal  Causes  of  Mortality  : 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  6,150.  The 
chief  causes  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of  Deaths. 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Heart  Disease  : — 

Coronary  Disease  Angina 

1270 

1198 

1113 

Hypertension  with  Heart 

Disease 

88 

83 

103 

Other  .  . 

782 

738 

808 

- 2140 

-  2019 

— —  2024 

Malignant  Neoplasm  : — 

Stomach 

138 

135 

173 

Lung,  Bronchus 

252 

242 

199 

Breast 

86 

88 

87 

Uterus .  . 

48 

4i 

38 

Other  .  . 

453 

508 

432 

977 

-  1014 

-  929 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System 

1007 

1022 

966 

Bronchitis 

308 

326 

292 

Pneumonia 

281 

204 

213 

Motor  Vehicle  and  other  Ac- 

cidents.  . 

236 

236 

205 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System 

255 

259 

251 

5.204 

5,080 

4,880 

i5 

There  were  no  unexpected  changes  in  the  mortality  figures. 
A  further  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung 
cancer  and  these  are  now  more  than  double  what  they  were  ten 
years  ago.  The  increase  in  deaths  from  degenerative  diseases  of 
the  circulatory  system  is  in  keeping  with  the  trend  in  recent  years 
which  is  associated  with  the  increasing  age  of  the  population. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  which 
show  no  tendency  to  decrease  is  also  related  to  the  survival  into 
very  late  adult  life,  for  a  large  proportion  of  these  occurred  in 
people  over  the  age  of  75. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Because  of  what  must  still  be  regarded  as  the  usual  biennial 
epidemic  of  measles  the  total  number  of  fevers  was  7,738  and  of 
these  6,967  were  measles. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  a  considerable  increase 
in  cases  of  whooping  cough  from  123  to  326.  This  was  partly  due 
to  96  cases  occurring  in  Blyth. 

There  was  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  and  this  is  only  the  second 
occasion  since  1945  that  the  county  has  been  clear  of  the  disease 
for  a  vear. 

Similarly  for  the  fourth  year  running  there  was  no  case  of 
diphtheria  notified  and  there  has  now  been  no  death  from  diph¬ 
theria  since  1950. 

Apart  from  57  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  from  Wallsend 
there  were  only  occasional  cases  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 

The  cases  in  Wallsend  occurred  at  the  South  East  Northum¬ 
berland  Technical  College  where  about  230  staff  and  students  have 
lunch  in  the  college  dining  room.  Symptoms  of  nausea,  vomiting, 
abdominal  pain  and  diarrhoea  occurred  in  a  number  of  students 
between  midnight  on  the  7th  November  and  10  a.m.  on  the  8th 
November.  The  onset  of  symptoms  suggested  that  the  mid-day 
meal  of  the  7th  November  was  to  blame. 

The  central  kitchen  was  scrupulously  clean  but  the  practice 
of  cooking  meat  on  the  afternoon  before  consumption  was  noted. 

Dr.  Cubie  reporting  on  the  outbreak  stated  that  Cl.  Welchii 
was  isolated  from  3  of  the  cases  and  from  7  out  of  12  food  handlers 
and  from  specimens  of  meat  served  at  lunch  on  the  6th  November 
but  not  from  turkey  eaten  on  the  7th  November. 

Dr.  Cubie  made  the  following  recommendations  to  the  staff  : 

(i)  all  meat  to  be  cooked  on  the  day  of  consumption  and 
not  to  be  removed  from  the  oven  more  than  ij  hours 
before  serving  ; 

(ii)  refrigerator  space  to  be  doubled  to  allow  correct 
storage  of  uncooked  meat  ; 
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(iii)  an  additional  hand-basin  to  be  installed  in  the  staff 
toilet  adjacent  to  the  kitchen. 

The  epidemic  was  fortunately  very  mild  and  quickly  con¬ 
tained  and  the  duration  of  illness  was  usually  24  hours. 

ROAD  SAFETY 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cooksley,  the  Chief  Constable,  has  provided  me  with 
a  copy  of  his  annual  report  on  road  accidents.  This  gives  a  figure 
of  5,108  compared  with  4,755  accidents  last  year  and  3,675  in  1955. 
This  is  an  increase  of  39%  in  the  last  eight  years. 

The  number  of  persons  killed  increased  from  53  to  70  and  of 
these  14  were  children.  Similarly  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the 
number  of  injured  persons.  The  14  children  who  were  killed  were 
1  cyclist  and  13  pedestrians,  while  the  56  adults  who  w^ere  fatally 
injured  were  26  pedestrians,  1  cyclist,  9  drivers  of  vehicles,  10 
passengers  and  10  drivers  of  motor  cycles. 

The  county  districts  with  the  most  fatalities  were  Castle  Ward 
and  Hexham  rural  districts  and  Wallsend  Borough,  all  of  w7hich 
had  9  deaths  each.  The  two  busiest  roads  in  the  county  and  those 
having  most  accidents  are  as  usual  A.i  between  the  Newcastle 
boundary  and  Gosforth  Park  which  had  194  accidents  and  5 
fatalities  and  A.  1058,  the  coast  road  in  Wallsend  Borough,  which 
had  90  accidents  and  2  fatalities. 

The  report  gives  details  of  the  number  of  accidents  during 
Bank  Holiday  periods  and  while  the  figures  here  may  not  appear 
so  serious  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  3  people  were  killed  and 
165  injured  in  the  four  Bank  Holiday  periods  in  1963. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTS. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Notification  and  Registration  of  Births 

The  live  birth  rate  showed  a  slight  fall  from  17.2  to  17. 1  per 
thousand  population  although  the  total  births  registered  increased 

from  8,377  to  8,416.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
18.2  compared  with  an  adjusted  rate  for  the  county  of  17.3  per 
thousand  population. 

Notified  births  numbered  8,396  and  6,706  of  these,  which  is 
80%,  took  place  in  hospital  or  nursing  home. 

Still  Births. 

The  rate  fell  from  19.3  to  18.5  per  thousand  registered  births. 
This  was  still  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  the  whole  country 
which  is  17.3.  Of  the  159  still  births  in  the  county  80  were  premature. 

Premature  Births. 

The  incidence  of  prematurity  again  shows  a  slight  fall  from 
576  to  555  births.  This  is  equivalent  to  6.4%  instead  of  6.7%  last 
year. 


The  number  of  neo-natal  deaths  in  premature  babies  born  in 
hospital  was  58  out  of  a  total  of  385  such  births.  The  following 
statistics  are  of  interest  — 


Premature  births  per  cent  of  total  births 

1961 

6.9 

1962 

6.7 

1963 

6.4 

Premature  live  births  per  cent  of  total 
births 

live 

6.1 

5-9 

5-6 

Premature  neo-natal  deaths  per  cent  of 
neo-natal  deaths 

total 

57-5 

49-3 

57-o 

Premature  still  births  per  cent  of  total 
births 

still 

45-5 

49.0 

50.3 

Premature  babies  survived  4  weeks  per  cent  of 
total  live  premature  births 

86.0 

86.0 

85-4 

Neo-Natal  Deaths. 

The  mortality  of  babies  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life  fell  to  a 
rate  of  14.3  per  thousand  live  births,  which  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  county,  and  bears  reasonable  comparison  with  the 
figure  of  14.2  for  the  whole  country.  The  improvement  in  this 
component  of  overall  infant  mortality  is  welcome  as  for  so  long 
there  was  so  little  progress.  In  the  five  years  1954  to  1958  the  rate 
varied  from  19.60  to  16.93,  but  the  figures  for  the  last  five  years 
show  a  considerable  improvement  : 
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1959  .  .  . .  .  .  17.47  per  1,000  live  births 

1960  . .  . .  . .  14.81 

1961  . .  . .  .  .  14  91 

1962  . .  . .  . .  16.47 

1963  . 14-30 

These  figures  undoubtedly  reflect  the  steadily  increasing 
standard  of  ante-natal  care  which  is  being  achieved. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  of  the  8,416  live 
births,  121  babies  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  month, 
compared  with  138  last  year  : — 

Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Congenital  abnormalities .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Congenital  Heart  Defect .  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Atelectasis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Anoxia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Pulmonary  Haemorrhage  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Peritonitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Inhalation  of  vomit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Convulsions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Adrenal  Haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Gastro  enteritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Uraemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ichthyosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Haemorrhage  from  umbilical  cord  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Pelvic  abscess  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 


121 


Prematurity  was  an  associated  cause  in  17  of  these  deaths. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  early  neo-natal  mortality 
rate,  i.e.  death  under  one  per  week  per  thousand  live  births,  was 
12.7  compared  with  13.0  last  year  and  the  figure  for  the  whole 
country  in  1962  of  15.0. 
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Infant  Deaths. 

There  was  a  welcome  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  from  23.2 
to  20.7,  since  the  number  of  babies  who  died  in  their  first  year 
was  175,  compared  with  195  in  1962.  The  details  are  shown  in 
the  table  below  : — 


Boroughs 
and  Urban 
Districts 

D 

Rura 

istric 

l 

ts 

Total 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Pneumonia 

9 

7 

16 

3 

2 

5 

12 

9 

21 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea.  . 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined 

15 

14 

29 

9 

3 

12 

24 

17 

4i 

diseases 

5i 

28 

79 

1 1 

7 

18 

62 

35 

97 

All  other  accidents  .  . 

4 

2 

6 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
Other  infective  and  parasitic 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Heart  disease  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . . 

83 

51 

134 

27 

14 

4i 

no 

65 

175 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  21  that  once  more  the 
rate  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


I  legitimate  Births. 

The  total  of  8,575  live  and  still  births  included  355  which  were 
illegitimate  and  of  these  9  were  still  born.  Illegitimate  births 
represented  4%  of  all  births  compared  with  3.6  last  year  and  3.3 
in  1961. 

Perinatal  Mortality. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  the  sum  of  the  early  neo-natal 
deaths  plus  still  births  per  thousand  total  births. 

There  were  107  early  neo-natal  deaths  and  159  still  births  and 
the  resultant  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  31.0  compared  with  32.0 
last  year. 

The  rates  in  Northumberland  over  the  last  five  years,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  national  rate,  were  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Northumberland 

England  &  Wales 

1959 

34-8 

34*o 

i960 

30.3 

32.9 

1961 

324 

32.2 

1962 

32.0 

30.8 

1963 

31.0 

29-3 

20 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths,  which  represents  a  rate  of 
0.23  per  thousand  total  births  compared  with  the  figure  for  the 
whole  country  of  0.28. 

Both  deaths  took  place  in  hospital  and  the  causes  were  as 
follows  : — 

1.  1  (a)  Congestive  Heart  Failure. 

(b)  Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy. 

2.  1  (a)  Uterine  haemorrhage  due  to  placenta  accreta, 

following  caesarean  section  for  placenta  praevia. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Rates  for  Northumberland  compared  with  England  and  Wales. 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  that  the  number  of  children  attend¬ 
ing  clinics  for  the  first  time  increased  by  nearly  2,000  during  the 
year  although  the  total  attendances  fell. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Clinics. 

No.  of  half-day 
sessions 
held. 

Total  No.  of 
children 
attending. 

Total 

attendances. 

1959 

94 

5.873 

26,798 

I5T933 

i960 

94 

5.831 

27,612 

148,246 

1961 

93 

5.817 

28,240 

147,923 

1962 

91 

5.970 

28,985 

155,052 

1963 

93 

5,978 

30,886 

151,297 

There  was  an  increase  of  over  400  in  babies  attending  the 
clinic  for  the  first  time  and  out  of  8,416  live  births  7,429  babies 
attended. 


Year  of 
Attendance 

Number  of 
ye 

children  who  attended  in  the 
axs  1962/63  in  age  groups 

Under  1  year 

1  —  2  years 

2  —  5  years 

1962 

7,001 

7,211 

14,773 

1963 

1963 

Born  in  Years 
1962 

1958/61 

7,429 

7,736 

15,721 

During  the  year  extensions  to  the  clinic  at  Ashington  were 
authorised  and  completed  to  give  more  space  to  both  the  child 
welfare  and  the  dental  sides  of  the  work  and  in  addition  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  a  dental  trailer  caravan  to  be  adapted  as  a 
clinic  for  the  Moorside  Caravan  Site  near  Bedlington  where  there 
were  120  pre-school  children. 

Some  progress  was  made  with  the  purchase  of  sites  and  the 
preliminary  work  in  the  designing  of  many  new  clinics  in  the  first 
part  of  the  ten  year  plan,  but  it  was  not  possible  during  the  year 
for  any  of  these  to  be  completed. 

Consultant  Clinics. 

The  number  of  pre-school  children  who  attended  ophthalmic 
and  orthopaedic  clinics  is  shown  in  the  table  below.  It  will  be 
seen  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  work  of  the 
orthopaedic  department  during  the  year. 


1963 

1962 

1961 

i960 

1959 

Ophthalmic — 

Number  of 

Pre-School 

Children  Examined 

1,387 

1,205 

1,136 

1,107 

1,049 

Number  of 

Spectacles 

Prescribed 

«  •  •  • 

247 

208 

240 

211 

274 

23 


Orthopaedic — 

Number  of  New  Cases  who 

attended..  ..  ..  856  702  698  740  632 

Number  of  Old  Cases  who 

attended..  ..  ..  1,519  949  916  859  1,212 

Speech  therapy  is  also  included  in  the  consultant  facilities 
available  for  children  and  this  is  arranged  with  the  School  Health 
Service.  The  number  of  pre-school  children  treated  was  only  95 
compared  with  170  the  previous  year. 

Register  of  Children  for  Observation. 

Increasingly  the  work  of  the  child  health  service  is  being 
directed  to  the  care  of  children  who  are  specially  at  risk  owing  to 
certain  conditions  before  or  at  their  birth.  In  order  that  proper 
care  could  be  taken  in  the  observation  of  these  children,  a  register 
was  commenced  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  information 
about  the  children  born  into  these  risk  groups  was  given  by  the 
doctors  and  midwives  with  the  normal  notification  of  birth.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,947  children  on  the  register  and 
defects  had  been  discovered  in  32  cases. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 


Welfare  foods  are  on  sale  at  all  child  welfare  clinics  and  in 
addition  a  postal  service  is  operated  from  the  food  store  in  Gosforth 
for  the  outlying  districts. 


Year 

National 
Dried  Milk 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin 

A.  &  D.  Tablets 

Orange 

Juice 

Tins 

Bottles 

Packets 

Bottles 

1959 

i52.949 

32,279 

24,008 

279,059 

i960 

140,663 

32,192 

24,884 

272,899 

1961 

114,617 

22,318 

18,200 

161,478 

1962 

107,402 

11,492 

ii,372 

101,362 

1963 

102,136 

ii,467 

11,209 

121,802 

The  fall  in  the  quantity  of  National  Dried  Milk  and  other 
vitamin  supplements  sold  continued  ;  and  the  table  shows  that 
this  became  more  marked  after  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  these 
articles  made  nationally  in  1962.  The  quantity  of  proprietory 
brands  of  baby  food  which  was  sold  in  clinics  continued  to  rise  and 
compared  with  102,000  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk  they  sold 
245,000  tins  of  other  milk. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  popularity  of  ante-natal  clinics  has  continued  and  the 
number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  once  again  increased  to 
7,260. 
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Year. 

No.  of  Expectant 
Mothers  Attending. 

Total  No.  of 
Attendances. 

1959 

6,408 

26,702 

i960 

6,559 

27,496 

1961 

7, 018 

30,991 

1962 

7A34 

32,497 

1963 

7,260 

35,226 

The  taking  of  specimens  of  blood  was  part  of  the  work  at  the 
ante-natal  clinics  and  8,804  were  taken  for  haemoglobin  estimation 
and  4,525  for  a  wasserman  test. 

There  are  41  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  county,  and  the  patients 
attending  them  are  seen  there  by  their  own  family  doctor,  except 
in  Ashington  and  Blyth.  There  are  now  137  family  doctors  seeing 
their  patients  in  these  clinics,  and  very  close  co-operation  is 
achieved  between  the  doctor,  the  midwife  and  the  health  visitor. 


Relaxation  Exercises. 


Clinic 

Attendances 

No.  of 
Half  day 
Sessions 

1st  Visits 

Re-Visits 

Alnwick 

44 

166 

47 

Ashington* 

36 

207 

34 

Bedlington  Station  .  . 

50 

3l6 

45 

Blyth  . . 

155 

1225 

92 

Brunton  Park* 

23 

94 

34 

Cramlington*.  . 

36 

1 74 

48 

Gosforth 

115 

942 

89 

Guide  Post 

1 

13 

7 

Haltwhistle*  .  . 

36 

196 

32 

Hexham 

48 

285 

44 

Longbenton  .  . 

25 

153 

27 

Lynemouth*  . . 

14 

104 

46 

Monkseaton  Village  .  . 

87 

699 

45 

Morpeth 

57 

43i 

44 

Newbiggin*  .  . 

26 

179 

48 

Ponteland 

49 

383 

46 

Prudhoe* 

44 

171 

47 

Seaton  Burn* .  . 

47 

3i5 

48 

Seaton  Delaval 

32 

163 

46 

South  Broomhill* 

32 

1 10 

40 

Throckley 

4i 

292 

46 

Tweedmouth  .  . 

5i 

375 

50 

Wallsend 

203 

787 

96 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

101 

773 

44 

Willington  Quay 

124 

609 

5i 

Totals 

1.477 

9,162 

1,196 

*These  clinics  are  supervised  by  health  visitors  and  midwives. 
This  table  shows  an  increase  in  first  visits  and  re-visits  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  as  well  as  in  the  number  of  clinics 
at  which  classes  were  held. 
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Post-Natal  Examinations. 

The  majority  of  post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  by 
general  practitioners  at  their  surgeries  but  in  some  parts  of  the 
county  mothers  are  sent  to  the  clinics  for  the  post-natal  examin¬ 
ation.  The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  mothers  attending  over 
the  last  five  years. 


Year 

Number  of  Mothers 
Attending 

1959 

1,900 

i960 

1,983 

1961 

2,058 

1962 

2,417 

1963 

2,705 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinics 

A  further  clinic  was  opened  at  Monkseaton  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  and  details  of  the  attendances  are  given  in  the  table 
below. 


Clinic 

Attendances 

No.  of 
half  -day 
sessions 

1st  Visits 

Re-Visits 

Alnwick  .  . 

4i 

131 

25 

Hexham  .  . 

70 

274 

35 

*  Monkseaton 

15 

9 

9 

*  Opened  25th  October,  1963. 


These  clinics  were  conducted  directly  by  my  Department. 
In  addition  to  them,  the  Family  Planning  Association  held  clinics 
in  Newcastle,  Tweedmouth,  Blyth  and  Ashington,  and  the  Council 
made  grants  to  the  Association. 

Bowmer  Bank  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Hostel. 

Fifty-two  expectant  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  hostel  and 
of  these  15  were  discharged  home  with  their  babies,  19  had  their 
babies  adopted  and  7  babies  were  placed  under  foster  care  by  the 
Children’s  Committee. 
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DENTAL  SERVICE. 

(Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  F.D.S.R.C.S.) 

Dental  treatment  was  again  provided  for  mothers  and  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years,  as  in  previous  years  by  the  school 
dental  officers  at  dental  clinics  held  in  the  following  areas  : — 


I. 

Area. 

Alnwick 

Dental  Officer  : 

Miss  S.  M.  Crute,  B.D.S. 

2. 

Amble  .  . 

,  , 

Mr.  C.  A.  Nutt,  L.D.S. 

3- 

Ashington 

•  • 

Mr.  R.  S.  Ferrell,  L.D.S. 

4- 

Bedlington 

•  • 

Mr.  W.  Hedley,  B.D.S. 

5- 

Blyth 

«  • 

Mr.  E.  G.  Stuart,  B.D.S. 

6. 

Cramlington 

.  4 

Mr.  T.  M.  Mahadervan,  L.D.S. 

7- 

Dudley  .  . 

O  • 

Mr.  W.  Robson,  L.D.S. 

8. 

Forest  Hall 

«  • 

Mr.  G.  C.  J.  Long,  B.D.S. 

9- 

Glendale 

•  • 

Mr.  R.  W.  Whittingham,  B.D.S. 

10. 

Gosforth 

•  • 

Miss  M.  I.  Lamb,  L.D.S. 

11. 

Guide  Post 

•  • 

Mr.  R.  M.  Foulds,  L.D.S. 

12. 

i3- 

14. 

Haltwhistle  \ 

Hexham  Urban  j 
Longbenton 

•  t 

Miss  H.  C.  Gent,  B.D.S. 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Brantingham,  B.D.S. 

15. 

Morpeth 

•  • 

9  * 

Mr.  S.  J.  Smithson,  L.D.S. 

16. 

Newbiggin 

•  • 

•  4 

Mr.  C.  L.  Carmichael,  B.D.S. 

17- 

Newburn 

•  • 

4  * 

Miss  S.  D.  Pritchard,  B.D.S. 

18. 

North  Tyne 

•  • 

O  4 

Mr.  T.  A.  Ireland,  L.D.S. 

19. 

Prudhoe 

.  , 

,  . 

Miss  S.  E.  Long,  L.D.S. 

20. 

Seaton  Delaval 

#  4 

Mr.  A.  E.  Robinson,  F.D.S.R.C.S 

21. 

Shiremoor 

4  4 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Drury,  L.D.S. 

22. 

Throckley 

•  • 

.  # 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Strong,  B.D.S. 

23- 

Tweedmouth 

#  a 

,  . 

(Mr.  W.  P.  Neilson,  L.D.S. 

24. 

Wallsend 

(Mr.  C.  A.  Nutt,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Horseman,  L.D.S. 

25- 

Willington  Quay 

#  4 

Mrs.  B.  Britton,  B.D.S. 

26. 

Whitley  Bay 

.  . 

•  • 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Drury,  L.D.S. 

The  number  of  dental  officer  sessions,  i.e.  equivalent  complete 
half  days  devoted  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  patients  during 
the  year,  amounted  to  824,  comparing  favourably  with  830  sessions 
in  1962.  In  the  case  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  while  the 
number  examined  remained  the  same,  the  number  treated  showed 
a  slight  increase  to  923,  of  whom  787  were  made  dentally  fit. 
One  feature  for  congratulation  is  the  drop  in  extractions  from  2,780 
in  1962  to  1,943  this  year  and  an  increase  in  fillings  from  1,690  to 
1,962.  Over  the  past  six  years,  these  figures  are  of  more  significance 
as  in  1958  the  extractions  were  4,779  and  the  fillings  1,633.  There 
is  of  course  a  consequent  slight  drop  in  the  number  of  dentures 
fitted  as  may  be  expected  with  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
extractions. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  sessions,  from  213  in  1962  to 
258  this  year,  devoted  to  the  dental  care  of  pre-school  children 
is  reflected  in  the  overall  increase  in  the  treatment  provided. 
Whilst  the  number  of  children  examined  was  slightly  less,  27.5% 
were  found  to  be  free  from  dental  decay,  an  increase  of  2.6% 
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over  the  previous  year.  A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  fillings 
to  1,144  continued  the  steady  rise  of  conservative  treatment  for 
the  under  fives. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  “  milk  teeth  ”  should 
be  retained  in  a  healthy  condition  until  their  proper  shedding  time, 
as  the  permanent  teeth  are  also  influenced  in  their  eruption  by 
normal  resorption  and  exfoliation  of  the  temporary  predecessors. 
Thus  preventive  methods  of  diet  control,  fluoridation  of  water, 
systematic  oral  hygiene  and  careful  dental  examinations  are  all 
important,  not  only  in  relation  to  decay  of  the  milk  teeth,  but  also 
to  possible  malocclusion  of  the  permanent  teeth.  It  is  only  by  this 
early  treatment  of  the  pre-school  child,  that  we  can  expect  to  find 
school  entrants  with  healthy  mouths  and  concentrate  more  on 
preventive  dentistry. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 

Health  Visiting. 

The  establishment  of  health  visitors  remained  at  ioo.  Recruit¬ 
ment  was  successful  and  the  staffing  position  remained  satisfactory. 
During  the  year,  Miss  M.  Fothergill,  Deputy  Principal  Nursing 
Officer  retired  and  Miss  Y.  E.  Buckoke,  was  promoted  to  succeed 
her.  One  health  visitor  and  one  school  nurse  retired,  the  former 
for  health  reasons.  Four  resigned  their  appointments,  one  on 
marriage,  one  to  take  up  an  appointment  abroad,  one  transferred 
to  the  district  nursing  service  and  one  on  appointment  to  an 
administrative  post  with  another  authority.  Five  health  visitors 
were  appointed  including  four  newly  qualified  under  the  Council’s 
grant  aided  scheme  of  training,  and  five  students  commenced 
training  under  the  scheme. 

The  new  clinic  premises  now  provided  in  many  areas  of  the 
county  have  had  an  i  ndoubted  effect  on  the  scope  and  quality 
of  the  service  and  not  only  has  there  been  a  marked  increase  in 
clinic  activities  in  these  areas  but,  in  addition,  the  improved 
facilities  have  provided  a  meeting  place  for  all  concerned  with 
family  welfare  and  a  focal  point  for  health  education  activities. 

Group  teaching  and  discussions  continue  to  provide  an  effect¬ 
ive  means  of  imparting  essential  knowledge  and  providing  a  medium 
in  which  the  individual  feels  able  to  express  her  thoughts  and 
feelings  and,  at  the  same  time,  is  able  to  benefit  from  the  experience 
of  others.  This  form  of  teaching  is  of  particular  value  in  ante-natal 
and  child  welfare  clinics.  As  an  experiment  in  one  area  informal 
talks  have  been  given  to  groups  of  men  whose  wives  were  attending 
a  series  of  ante-natal  classes.  These  classes  have  been  well  attended 
and  the  interest  shown  has  indicated  that  there  may  be  a  need  for 
this  type  of  activity  in  other  areas.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  fathers  of  today  are  showing  much  more  interest  in  all  aspects 
of  child  rearing  and  in  this  connection  it  is  noteworthy  that  in  some 
areas  it  is  no  longer  unusual  for  husbands  to  accompany  their 
wives  when  they  attend  for  consultation  at  child  welfare  clinics. 

Another  development  is  the  formation  of  "  Toddler’s  Classes  ” 
held  at  child  welfare  clinics  for  children  between  3  and  5  years. 
There  are  now  five  such  classes  at  Alnwick,  Broomhill,  Brunton 
Park,  Ashington  and  North  Seaton.  Each  was  started  on  the  initi¬ 
ative  of  the  health  visitor.  The  classes,  with  numbers  of  between 
10  and  30,  are  held  weekly  and  are  run  by  voluntary  helpers,  some 
of  them  ex-teachers  and  nurses.  One  is  run  entirely  by  members  of 
a  Mothers’  Club.  In  each  case  equipment,  in  the  form  of  educational 
toys,  has  been  provided  from  funds  raised  by  the  mothers  of  the 
children  concerned  or  from  donations  given  by  the  Mothers’  Clubs. 
Although  run  on  similar  lines,  each  has  its  own  individual  character¬ 
istics.  In  one,  priority  is  given  to  children  who  have  a  special  need, 
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— only  children,  children  with  difficult  home  circumstances,  those 
who  do  not  mix  easily  with  others  and  children  with  speech  diffi¬ 
culties.  In  addition  to  singing  games  and  story  telling  the  prog¬ 
rammes  provide  for  individual  and  group  play,  although  no  attempt 
is  made  at  foimal  teaching  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  incidental  training  is  achieved.  This,  together 
with  the  opportunity  afforded  for  mixing  with  others,  learning  to 
share  and  play  together  is  of  undoubted  value  to  these  children. 

Four  new  mothers'  clubs  were  started  during  the  year  at 
Monkseaton,  Seaton  Delaval,  Dudley  and  Longbenton.  The  latter 
was  made  possible  by  the  opening  of  the  new  clinic  premises  and 
this  flourishing  club,  with  a  membership  of  45,  is  filling  a  long  felt 
need  on  this  housing  estate.  Clubs  are  now  established  in  30  areas 
in  the  county.  Mothers’  clubs  have  a  particular  value  in  that  they 
provide  opportunities  for  education  and  discussion  on  topics 
relating  to  health  and  family  welfare  which  are  not  usually  avail¬ 
able  through  other  organisations.  A  wide  variety  of  subjects  was 
covered  in  the  various  club  programmes.  Individual  speakers 
included  hospital  consultants,  general  practitioners,  head  teachers, 
social  workers  and  other  professional  people.  We  are  greatly 
indebted  to  all  who  have  so  willingly  contributed  to  the  educational 
activities  of  the  clubs  in  this  way. 

During  the  year  a  circular  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  drawing  attention  to  the  contribution  which  could  be  made 
to  local  authority  health  and  welfare  services  by  voluntary  workers 
and  organisations.  A  conference  was  held  with  the  voluntary 
organisations  in  the  county  and  local  joint  committees  were  set  up. 
In  the  majority  of  cases,  health  visitors  are  membeis.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  considerable  progress  had  been  made  in  enlisting  the 
aid  of  more  voluntary  workers. 

Children  in  Groups  at  Risk. 

The  scheme  for  the  notification  and  follow-up  of  these  infants 
came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1963.  Health  visitors  keep 
the  children  concerned  under  special  supervision  and  also  en¬ 
deavour  to  ensure  their  regular  attendance  for  medical  examination. 


Phenylketonuria. 

Two  routine  tests  are  now  carried  out  on  all  infants.  The 
incidence  of  this  condition  is  estimated  at  one  case  in  every  20,000 
births  but,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  early  detection  and  treat¬ 
ment  if  mental  subnormality  is  to  be  prevented,  the  work  in¬ 
volved  is  fully  justified.  Two  children  were  found  to  have  a  positive 
urine  test  during  the  year.  One  of  these  babies  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months  ;  the  other  child  was  ma.king  good  progress  under 
the  care  of  a  consultant  paediatrician  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Early  Detection  of  Deafness. 

During  the  year,  the  carrying  out  of  screening  tests  for  deaf¬ 
ness  was  extended  to  include  all  infants  whether  or  not  they  were 
“  at  risk.”  The  tests  were  repeated  between  the  ages  of  i  and  2 
years  with  children  in  “  at  risk  ”  groups.  Children  picked  out  by 
the  tests  were  seen  by  one  of  the  doctors  in  the  Department,  and 
referred,  if  necessary,  to  the  consultant  ear,  nose  and  throat 
surgeon. 

Health  Education. 

Health  education  has  always  been  an  integral  and  component 
part  of  the  health  visitors  work  in  homes,  schools  and  clinics,  but 
as  more  knowledge  is  gained  of  ways  in  which  the  individual  can 
promote  his  own  physical  and  mental  well  being  and  that  of  his 
children,  the  need  for  effective  health  education  becomes  in¬ 
creasingly  apparent.  The  new  clinic  premises  in  the  county  provide 
both  good  facilities  and  an  incentive  for  this  type  of  work.  The 
enthusiasm  of  the  health  visitors  concerned  has  resulted  in  a 
considerable  growth  in  educational  activities  in  these  areas. 

In  addition  to  the  health  education  aspect  of  their  day-to-day 
work,  health  visitors  have  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in 
this  field  through  their  work  with  voluntary  committees  and  by 
giving  talks  and  lectures  to  various  groups  and  organisations. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  chief  activity  of  the  health  visitor  in  this  field  concerns 
the  follow-up  of  contacts  and  the  interpretation  to  parents  of  the 
significance  of  tuberculin  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The  need 
for  routine  visiting  of  patients  had  diminished  as  the  majority  are 
now  fit  for  work  on  discharge  from  hospital.  Nevertheless  a  min¬ 
ority  continued  to  require  drug  therapy  at  home  and  frequently 
need  help  and  support  in  persevering  with  what  can  be  a  lengthy 
course  of  treatment. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

The  health  visitors  play  an  active  part  in  the  care  of  aged 
members  of  the  community.  The  voluntary  services  in  this  con¬ 
nection  are  highly  developed  in  Northumberland  and  the  highest 
tribute  should  be  paid  to  the  voluntary  workers  who  again  through¬ 
out  the  year  devoted  so  much  time  and  effort  to  such  a  vast  and 
worthy  cause.  The  working  together  of  the  statutory  and  voluntary 
services  has  enriched  the  work  of  both  to  the  benefit  of  the  older 
members  of  the  population. 

Student  Education  and  Visitors  to  the  County. 

Health  visitors,  once  again,  took  part  in  the  practical  training 
of  students  from  the  Newcastle  Training  School.  Health  visitors, 
district  nurses  and  midwives  participated  in  the  syllabus  of  training 
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of  student  nurses  in  their  final  year  at  Hexham  General  Hospital 
by  arranging  visits  of  observation  of  the  public  health  nursing 
services.  The  importance  of  student  education  is  fully  appreciated 
and  every  endeavour  is  made  by  the  staff  to  provide  stimulating 
and  effective  programmes. 

Two  administrative  students  and  a  Nigerian  Health  Visitor 
Tutor  student  from  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing,  and  National 
Council  of  Nurses  of  the  United  Kingdom,  spent  periods  of  time 

observing  the  administration  of  the  health  services  in  the  county. 
In  addition,  a  World  Health  Organisation  Fellow,  a  Professor  in 
the  School  of  Nursing,  North  Carolina  and  lecturer  on  Gerontology 
in  that  University  visited  the  department  in  order  to  learn  of  the 
county  services  for  the  aged. 


Post  Graduate  Courses  and  In-Service  Education. 

In  order  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  service,  it  is  essential 
that  staff  be  kept  abreast  of  current  thought  and  practice  and  be 
stimulated  by  contact  with  others  doing  similar  work  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Residential  refresher  courses  continue  to  be 
of  benefit  in  this  respect  and  during  the  year  13  health  visitors 
attended  such  courses.  Shorter  courses  are  also  of  value.  Forty 
health  visitors  attended  a  half  day  course  on  “  Child  Health  and 
Development  ”  and  nine  a  course  on  “  Human  Relations  in 
Obstetrics  ”  organised  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
for  county  staff.  Five  attended  a  one-day  course  on  "  Mental 
Health  ”  organised  by  the  same  body  for  the  staff  of  Tynemouth 
County  Borough  and  twelve  a  week-end  conference  arranged  by 
the  Marriage  Guidance  Council  at  Lambton  Castle. 

Staff  conferences  for  senior  health  visitors  and  health  visitors 
were  held  when  current  problems,  new  projects  in  the  county  and 
other  matters  of  interest  were  discussed.  An  excellent  film, 
“  Smoking  and  You  ”  was  shown. 

Eighteen  health  visitors  attended  courses  on  “  The  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Teaching  ”  at  the  Northumberland  Technical 
College.  These  courses  have  been  planned  by  the  staff  of  the 
College  to  meet  the  special  needs  of  health  visitors  and  those  who 
have  attended  have  derived  considerable  benefit  from  the  ins¬ 
truction  and  practical  experience.  The  staff  in  the  College  have 
expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  health 
visitors  and  have  commented  favourably  on  their  teaching  ability. 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  staffing  position  remained 
satisfactory,  vacancies  which  did  occur  being  filled  with  com¬ 
parative  ease.  There  were  nine  resignations  and  six  retirements. 
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Thirteen  permanent  appointments  were  made.  The  establishment 
of  nurses  and  midwives  remained  at  126,  augmented  by  the 
equivalent  of  ten  full  time  relief  staff. 

Midwifery. 

Recruitment  of  midwives  presented  no  problem  due,  in  part, 
to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  domiliary  births  in  the  administ¬ 
rative  county  continued  to  decline  in  favour  of  hospital  confinement. 
This  was  reflected  in  rural  and  urban  areas  alike.  The  number  of 
domiciliary  births  fell  to  1,678  with  a  consequent  increase  in  the 
number  of  hospital  discharges,  viz  ;  4,574,  the  highest  number 
recorded. 

The  trend  towards  early  discharge  of  mothers  and  babies 
continued  and  the  effective  liaison  which  exists  between  the 
hospital  and  domiciliary  services  enabled  arrangements  for  this  to 
function  smoothly.  While  many  mothers  favour  a  shorter  length 
of  stay  in  hospital,  in  some  cases  home  conditions  do  not  necessarily 
make  this  advisable.  Difficulties  have  rarely  arisen  when  arrange¬ 
ments  for  early  discharge  were  made  during  the  ante-natal  period. 
For  emergency  discharges  full  co-operation  with  domiciliary  staff 
is  essential  in  order  to  ensure  that  adequate  facilities  are  available 
for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  baby  on  return  home. 

A  third  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  was  formed  during  the 
year  by  the  Wansbeck  Hospital  Management  Committee,  thus 
extending  the  opportunities  for  co-ordination  of  the  maternity 
services.  Further  use  was  made  of  the  obstetric  record  card  bv  all 
who  were  concerned  with  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother. 

Part  II  Midwifery  Training. 

The  number  of  pupil  midwives  completing  their  training  by 
arrangement  with  the  Dilston  Hall  Maternity  Hospital  was  greatly 
reduced.  There  were  three  pupils  during  the  year  under  review 
compared  with  eight  in  1962.  It  was  necessary  to  base  the  pupils 
exclusively  on  the  Ashington  area,  in  view  of  the  insufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  domiciliary  births  in  the  Borough  of  Wallsend,  also  approved 
for  this  training. 

Refresher  Courses. 

Fifteen  midwives  attended  approved  courses.  It  would 
appear  that  there  would  be  many  advantages  if  these  courses  were 
of  a  more  practical  nature.  Many  midwives  suggested  they  would 
welcome  the  opportunity  of  taking  the  Refresher  Course  in  a 
maternity  hospital. 

Home  Nursing. 

Although  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  general  cases  the  number  of  nursing  visits  did  not  exceed  that 
of  the  previous  year. 
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The  work  of  the  district  nurse  was  again  predominantly 
amongst  the  elderly  sick  demonstrated  by  an  increase  in  visits  to 
this  group.  In  addition  over  10,000  visits  were  paid  to  aged  people 
who,  whilst  not  needing  nursing  care,  required  support  and  advice. 
The  much  appreciated  supplementary  provision  of  incontinence 
pads  was  continued  and  the  initial  experiment  with  polythene 
sheeting  has  been  so  successful  as  to  entirely  replace  rubber 
sheeting  as  a  protective  bed  cover.  These  have  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  the  greater  comfort  of  the  patient  and  relieved  the 
relatives  of  much  anxiety.  The  co-operation  and  help  of  relatives 
and  friends  is  indispensible  to  the  district  nurse  and  tribute  must 
always  be  paid  to  those  who  undertake  the  task  of  caring  for  the 
elderly  and  chronic  sick. 

Two  additional  male  nurses  were  appointed  during  the  year. 
As  has  been  noted  before,  the  appointments  resulted  in  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  the  number  of  male  patients  referred  for  nursing 
care. 

A  good  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  hospitals,  particularly 
geriatric  departments.  The  scheme  for  admitting  patients  for 
holiday  periods,  thus  enabling  relatives  to  have  a  rest,  is  an 
invaluable  one  and  the  knowledge  that  this  service  is  available 
does  much  to  encourage  those  concerned  with  the  care  of  the 
chronic  sick. 

Pre-sterilised  disposable  syringes  are  in  universal  use  as  well 
as  masks  and  gloves.  The  question  of  disposal  in  connection  with 
this  equipment  needs  to  be  kept  in  view.  Two  sanitary  authorities 
have  made  waterproof  bags  available  to  the  nurses  and  midwives. 

The  Day  and  Night  Nursing  Service  continues  to  be  adminis¬ 
tered  on  behalf  of  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation  and  many 
calls  were  made  upon  it.  This  is  an  invaluable  aid  in  the  nursing 
of  cancer  patients.  In  many  cases  skilled  nursing  was  required  and 
in  others  night  sitting  was  found  to  be  adequate.  This  work  arouses 
interest  in  women  who  require  or  can  only  give  occasional  service 
as  the  work  is,  inevitably,  of  a  sporadic  nature.  Applicants  con¬ 
tinued  to  come  forward  and  there  were  31  nurses  and  women  with 
nursing  experience  on  the  register  during  the  year.  Thirty-three 
cases  were  nursed  during  the  night,  which  involved  169  attendances 
and  two  patients  were  nursed  daily  for  60  days.  The  number  of 
patients  nursed  was  approximate  to  that  of  the  previous  year  but 
there  were  fewer  visits  as  the  cases  were  of  shorter  duration. 


District  Nurse  Training  Course. 

Four  district  nurses  were  seconded  to  the  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  Training  School  to  undertake  the  three  months  course.  All 
passed  the  examination  and  were  awarded  the  national  certificate. 
Eleven  district  nurses  have  now  completed  training  and  four  were 
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still  in  training  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  expressed  appreciation 
of  the  additional  knowledge  gained  and  found  the  course  a  source 
of  stimulation  in  connection  with  their  work  as  district  nurses. 


In-Service  Education. 

The  programme  for  district  nurses  and  midwives  was  less 
intensive  than  in  the  previous  two  years.  One  large  group  attended 
a  half-day  course  arranged  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  on  Human  Relations  in  Obstetrics.  Four  male  nurses 
attended  the  Hexham  General  Hospital  Paraplegic  Unit  for  one 
day  to  observe  the  latest  treatment  and  appliances  in  use  for  male 
patients.  We  are  indebted  to  matron  and  the  medical  and  nursing 
staff  for  their  interest  and  hospitality. 

Two  staff  conferences  were  held  during  the  year  and  these 
also  provided  some  in-service  education.  These  conferences  serve 
a  dual  purpose  in  providing  opportunities  for  staff  education  as 
well  as  discussion  on  matters  affecting  the  service.  Film  shows  at 
the  conferences  included  one  on  the  subject  of  phenylketonuria 
and  another  on  normal  delivery.  In  addition  a  him  strip  “  A  New 
Way  With  Old  Leg  Ulcers  ”  was  shown. 

Midwives  have  participated  in  ante-natal  talks  and  relaxation 
classes  for  expectant  mothers. 

Twelve  midwives  and  district  nurses  received  a  course  of 
instruction  at  the  Family  Planning  Centre,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
and  are  in  regular  attendance  at  the  local  authority  Women’s 
Advisory  Clinics. 

A  number  have  received  instruction  in  screening  tests  for 
hearing  of  children  to  enable  them  to  assist  the  health  visitors 
with  this  work  in  rural  areas. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

The  number  of  babies  born  during  the  year  who  completed 
their  primary  immunisation  by  triple  vaccine  was  3,460,  which 
was  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  value  of  protection  against 
tetanus  and  whooping  cough  as  well  as  diphtheria  is  becoming 
increasingly  appreciated,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  8,813 
children  received  this  protection  during  the  year  compared  with 
2,596  six  years  ago. 

The  tables  on  pages  94  and  95  give  the  details  for  the  county.  They 
show  that  only  18  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  without  the  antigen  which  gives  protection 
against  tetanus,  and  that  only  two  were  immunised  against 
whooping  cough  alone. 

Smallpox. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  smallpox  in  Northumberland  for  at 
least  30  years.  The  upsurge  of  vaccination  which  occurred  in  1962 
followed  anxiety  on  a  national  scale  about  cases  in  another  part 
of  the  country.  In  the  absence  of  this  anxiety,  the  number  of 
primary  vaccinations  fell  from  18,680  to  1,599  and  the  number  of 
vaccination  of  babies  fell  from  3,511  to  789. 

Details  in  areas  of  the  county  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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3511 
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6954 

18680 

45 

24 
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10373 

13109 

Poliomyelitis. 

Following  the  introduction  of  Sabin  oral  vaccine  in  1962, the 
use  of  Salk  vaccine  by  inoculation  was  discontinued. 
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At  that  time,  a  variety  of  partiahy  completed  courses  of 
immunisation  obtained  in  the  county  and  the  completion  of  these 
courses  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :• — 


Oral  Vaccine 
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9 
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19 
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10 

37 
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Total 

1,745 

679 

1,730 

2,717 

480 

475 

654 

8,480 

Over  9,500  children  received  a  third  dose  of  oral  vaccine  and 
8,480  reinforcing  doses  were  given  during  the  year. 


37 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Three  notable  changes  are  to  be  recorded  in  the  administration 
of  the  ambulance  service.  As  forecast  last  year  an  additional  19 
driver-attendants  were  appointed  to  enable  each  emergency 
vehicle  and  each  vehicle  called  out  at  night  to  be  manned  by  a 
driver  and  an  attendant. 

The  total  number  of  driver-attendants  is  now  in,  and  the 
total  ambulance  service  establishment  is  137. 

The  workshop  increased  its  staff  from  a  Chargehand  Mechanic 
and  2  Mechanics  to  a  Chargehand  Mechanic,  3  Mechanics  and  1 
Semi-skilled  worker.  This  increase  made  it  possible  to  service  and 
do  repairs  (some  of  a  major  nature)  to  the  whole  ambulance 
service  fleet  of  69  vehicles. 

The  five  men  employed  in  workshops  gave  an  availability  of 
10,920  hours.  This  figure  was  reduced  by  Annual  holidays,  T.A. 
Service,  Sick  leave  and  courses  making  9,161  productive  hours 
worked  by  the  workshops  staff.  The  high  standard  of  workmanship 
of  the  mechanics  was  most  gratifying. 

A  completely  new  centrally  controlled  F.M.  radio  system  was 
installed  by  Storno-Southern  Limited  in  June.  By  the  provision  of 
a  link  transmitter  at  the  police  radio  mast  at  Chillingham  the 
whole  of  the  north  of  the  county  was  brought  into  radio  com¬ 
munication  with  the  hospitals  in  Newcastle.  All  first  line  vehicles 
have  been  equipped  for  radio  transmissions  and  in  addition  reserve 
vehicles  are  able  to  take  radio  sets  from  vehicles  they  are  replacing. 
Talk  through  facilities  on  request  have  also  been  provided  by  the 
manufacturers  and  after  six  months  experience  the  new  system 
appeared  to  be  working  well  and  was  a  great  improvement  on  the 
original  system. 

The  vehicle  replacement  programme  for  1963/64  was  eleven 
vehicles,  three  large  and  eight  small  dual-purpose  ambulances. 
Ten  of  these  were  in  full  service  by  30th  June,  1963,  and  the 
eleventh  a  Bedford  JIF  easy  access,  which  was  a  new  type  of 
vehicle,  was  completed  and  in  full  service  by  30th  September,  1963. 
All  of  these  vehicles  are  giving  most  satisfactory  service. 

In  the  National  Safe  Driving  Competition  for  1962  the  follow¬ 
ing  85  safe  driving  awards,  out  of  a  total  of  99  staff  entered,  were 


gained  by  personnel  : — 

Bar  to  15  year  Brooch  . .  . .  . .  1 

15  Consecutive  Year  Brooches  . .  .  .  2 

15  Year  Brooch  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

11  to  14  years  Oak  Leaf  Bar  . .  . .  8 

10  year  Medal  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

6  to  9  year  Bars  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

5  year  Medal  . .  . .  .  .  . .  9 

Diplomas  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  31 
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The  following  figures  extracted  from  the  tables  on  page  96 
show  that  more  patients  than  ever  before  were  carried  by  ambul¬ 
ances  and  sitting  case  cars  but  the  ambulance  per  patient  ratio 
improved  slightly  to  7.8. 


Journeys  .  . 
Patients  . . 
Mileage 


1961 

53,323 

195462 

1,561,289 


1962 

53.438 

194,996 

1,540,637 


1963 

55.294 

205,989 

1,610,295 


Miles  per  patient  ratio  8.0  7.9 


The  arrangements  with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  services  continued  and  a  first  class 
service  was  given  to  the  remoter  parts  of  the  county  area. 


Civil  Defence. 

A  number  of  twelve  hour  Civil  Defence  courses  was  organised 
for  all  peace-time  staff  throughout  the  count}/  area  ;  no  members 
of  the  staff  completed  this  training. 

In  addition,  Civil  Defence  instructors’  courses  have  been  made 
available  to  staff  both  locally  and  at  Home  Office  schools.  Joint 
Civil  Defence  and  peace-time  ambulance  service  exercises  have 
been  held,  and  more  of  these  exercises  are  planned  for  the  future. 

Driving  Conversion  courses  for  Civil  Defence  Ambulance 
Section  members  have  been  organised  through  the  peacetime 
ambulance  service,  and  of  the  30  persons  taking  this  course  24  were 
successful. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  was  260  the 
lowest  in  the  history  of  the  count}/.  29  people  died  of  tuberculosis, 
equivalent  to  0.06  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Chest  Clinic  Service. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  chest  clinic  service  in  North¬ 
umberland  during  the  year.  The  work  of  prevention  continued  to 
progress  as  more  and  more  contacts  of  new  and  old  cases  were 
examined.  Routine  tuberculin  testing  of  child  contacts  was  carried 
out  at  the  clinics  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  carried  out  on  negative 
reactors. 

For  the  past  ten  years  children  commencing  school  have  been 
tuberculin  tested  and  positive  reactors  have  been  referred  to  the 
Chest  physicians  who  have  arranged  for  treatment  where  this  was 
advisable.  These  tuberculin  positive  children  have  served  as 
indications  of  sources  of  infection,  and  the  contacts  of  each  case 
are  investigated  as  fully  as  possible.  In  addition  the  natural 
positive  reactors  who  are  found  in  the  tuberculin  testing,  which  is 
done  later  in  school  life  for  B.C.G.  purposes,  are  investigated  in 
the  same  way.  The  details  of  the  testing  are  shown  in  the  report 
on  the  School  Health  Service. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  through  the  Authority’s 
approved  arrangements  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


(a) 

Contact  Scheme  (Circular  72/49). 

(i)  No.  skin  tested 

1,052 

(ii)  No.  found  positive 

162 

(iii)  No.  found  negative 

888 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated 

944 

(b) 

School  Children  Schemes  (Circulars  22/53,  7/59 

and  6/61). 

(i)  No.  skin  tested 

7*863 

(ii)  No.  found  positive 

769 

(iii)  No.  found  negative 

6,570 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated 

6,517 

(c) 

Students  Attending  Further  Education  Establishments 
(Circular  7/59)- 

(i)  No.  skin  tested 

1 

(ii)  No.  found  positive .  . 

— 

(iii)  No.  found  negative 

1 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated 

1 

Total  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  in  1963 

Total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  since 

7,462 

beginning  of  Scheme  .  . 

47,622 
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Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provide  mobile  x-ray  facilities 
for  the  general  public,  for  medical  practitioners  and  for  staffs  of 
commercial  firms. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  two  Units  which  cover 
the  county  for  the  figures  shown  in  Table  13. 

Unit  1 A  based  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital  works  through¬ 
out  Tyneside  and  the  southern  half  of  the  county  and  during  the 
year  took  5,983  x-ray  films.  8  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
notified. 

Unit  2  and  its  smaller  caravan  unit  based  on  Preston  Hosp¬ 
ital,  North  Shields,  travelled  to  the  north,  central  and  south  east 
parts  of  the  county  and  also  visited  psychiatric  hospitals,  old 
people's  homes  and  approved  schools.  A  total  of  16,712  persons 
were  x-rayed  and  18  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified. 


Nursing  Requisites  and  Convalescence. 

There  was  a  steady  increase  in  the  amount  of  nursing  appli¬ 
ances  and  equipment  on  free  loan  to  patients.  This  has  normally 
been  available  on  demand  from  area  health  offices  or  from  the 
district  nurses. 

Convalescence  for  both  children  and  adults  has  been  arranged 
on  medical  request  and  a  number  of  homes  at  both  sea  and  country 
have  been  able  to  take  patients.  A  total  of  99  patients,  including 
80  mothers  and  7  children,  had  1,305  convalescent  days  holiday. 
This  was  the  highest  amount  of  convalescence  granted  since  1958 
and  the  highest  number  of  patients  to  go  away  since  1959. 


Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families. 

The  work  of  the  co-ordinating  committees  has  continued 
under  the  able  guidance  of  the  area  executive  medical  officers,  and 
the  success  that  has  been  achieved  in  preventing  the  break-up  of 
families  has  been  due  to  the  devoted  work  of  health  visitors,  child 
care  officers,  probation  officers,  education  welfare  officers  and 
others. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  central  register  124 
families  regarded  by  the  area  co-ordinating  committees  as  ‘  problem 
families  ’,  18  families  having  been  added  to  the  register  during  the 
year  and  38  families  removed.  Of  the  latter,  8  families  had  removed 
from  the  county,  29  had  improved  and  the  problems  of  one  family 
did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  co-ordinating  committee. 

The  special  work  of  the  Family  Care  Sub-Committee  within 
this  field  was  continued,  but  difficulties  with  staff  remained  during 
the  whole  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  service  was  being 
operated  by  one  male  family  caseworker.  At  the  end  of  January  a 
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female  family  caseworker  who  had  previously  worked  in  the 
Department  commenced  duty  in  a  part-time  capacity  but  she 
terminated  her  appointment  at  the  end  of  June.  A  full-time  female 
family  caseworker  took  up  her  appointment  at  the  beginning  of 
April  and,  after  a  month’s  training  at  the  Sheffield  Family  Service 
Unit,  commenced  duty  in  the  county  at  the  beginning  of  May. 

The  male  family  caseworker  terminated  his  appointment  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  with  the  result  that  the  remaining  family  case¬ 
worker  operated  the  service  single-handed  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

The  arrangement  for  the  utilisation  of  40%  of  the  time  of  the 
social  worker  employed  by  the  Northumberland  and  Tyneside 
Council  of  Social  Service  continued  during  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  cases  which  had  been  referred  to  this  social  worker  from 
various  sources  or  which  had  applied  for  help  was  129,  including 
6  old  cases  which  had  been  re-opened. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  during  the 


year  by  the  County  Council’s  family  caseworkers  : — 

(1)  Number  of  families  helped.  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  17 

(2)  Number  of  families  in  which  care  was  commenced  .  .  3 

(3)  Number  of  families  in  which  care  was  recommenced  .  .  3 

(4)  Number  of  families  in  which  care  was  discontinued  .  .  9 

(5)  Number  of  children  in  families  in  (1)  .  .  .  .  .  .  98 

(6)  Number  of  children  taken  into  care  by  Children’s  De¬ 
partment  out  of  (5) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

(7)  Highest  and  lowest  number  of  families  in  care  at  any 

one  time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

9 


Of  the  families  in  which  care  was  discontinued,  three  were 
sufficiently  improved  to  warrant  this,  no  further  improvement  was 
likely  from  continued  visiting  in  five  cases  and  one  family  was  not 
suitable  for  casework.  The  children  taken  into  care  by  the  Child¬ 
ren’s  Department  were  from  two  families  :  in  one  case  four  child¬ 
ren  were  taken  to  a  place  of  safety  whilst  court  proceedings  were 
being  taken  against  the  parents  for  child  neglect  and  in  the  other 
case  five  children  were  taken  into  care  while  the  mother  was  in 
hospital  having  another  child.  In  both  cases  the  children  were 
returned  home. 

Casework  was  continued  with  selected  families  who  it  was 
considered  would  benefit  from  this  treatment,  either  by  showing 
improvement  or  by  not  showing  deterioration  when  it  was  felt 
that  the  family  would  deteriorate  if  casework  was  not  available. 

No  arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  rehabilitation, 
but  members  of  one  family  were  once  more  guests  of  Brentwood 
Recuperative  Centre  in  Cheshire  for  a  fortnight's  holiday. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Family  Care  Sub-Committee  again 
arranged  a  Christmas  Party  for  about  fifty  children,  and  Christmas 
presents  were  given  to  the  children  of  the  families  visited  by  the 
family  caseworker. 
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Prevention  of  Venereal  Diseases 

Contact  Tracing. 

The  total  number  of  contacts  sought  within  the  area  was  40, 
10  of  whom  were  men.  Twenty-nine  female  contacts  named  were 
identified,  five  by  contact  tracers  and  24  by  patients  themselves. 

Twenty-six  female  contacts  were  examined.  The  results  were 
as  follows  : — 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Gonorrhoea  .  .  .  .  13 

Non-venereal  . .  .  .  . .  11 

Of  the  ten  men,  all  were  identified  and  examined.  Six  were 
diagnosed  gonorrhoea  and  four  were  not  suffering  from  venereal 
disease. 

Visiting. 

As  well  as  visits  to  contacts,  health  visitors  paid  152  visits 
to  other  patients,  mainly  defaulters  from  treatment.  Six  patients 
were  escorted  to  the  clinic  in  an  effort  to  promote  regular  attend¬ 
ance. 

Ante-Natal  Serological  Tests. 

There  were  4,525  serological  specimens  submitted  from  the 
department’s  clinics  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Eleven  cases  of  maternal  syphilis  underwent  treatment  at  the 
clinic  prior  to  delivery  and  of  the  babies  subsequently  tested,  seven 
were  found  to  be  healthy  (including  one  set  of  twins)  ;  one  mother 
suffered  a  miscarriage  ;  one  baby  died  soon  after  birth  ;  one 
mother  refused  to  have  her  baby  tested  and  two  had  not  been  tested 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Chiropody. 

The  staffing  difficulties  mentioned  in  my  last  report  continued 
for  the  greater  part  of  this  year  and  resulted  in  considerable 
restriction  of  the  service,  particularly  in  the  rural  areas.  Fortun¬ 
ately,  it  became  possible  in  September  to  fill  two  vacancies,  so 
raising  the  number  of  chiropodists  in  the  whole-time  employment 
of  the  Council  to  three. 

Over  the  year,  the  number  of  treatments  given  by  County 
Chiropodists  increased  by  approximately  10%  from  5,740  to  6,271, 
this  increase  being  largely  due  to  the  greater  availability  of  the 
service  during  the  period  from  September  onwards. 

Financial  assistance  was  also  given  to  32  Voluntary  Com¬ 
mittees  who  were  organising  approved  schemes  for  the  elderly. 
A  total  of  2,972  patients  received  11,798  treatments  through  these 
local  services,  a  slight  rise  only  on  the  figures  for  1962.  Several 
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Committees  experienced  difficulty  in  meeting  an  increasing 
demand,  particularly  for  domiciliary  treatment,  and  some  help 
in  home  visiting  was  given  by  county  staff.  In  one  large  urban 
area,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  over  the  voluntary 
service  entirely. 

A  record  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  shown  in 
Table  14. 


Health  Education. 

Smoking  and  Health  : 

A  new  film  entitled  “  Smoking  and  You  ”  was  purchased,  and 
used  to  reinforce  talks  given  to  mothers’  clubs,  youth  clubs,  etc. 
While  it  has  not  yet  been  used  extensively  in  schools,  it  is  hoped 
to  carry  out  a  considerable  campaign  during  1964. 

The  problem  of  smoking  and  health  is  a  long  term  one,  and 
we  can  only  seek  to  influence  parents  and  school  children  by 
carefully  calculated  propaganda  ;  in  this  respect  the  leaflet  en¬ 
titled  "  Your  Influence  is  so  Important  ”,  produced  by  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education,  has  been  found  to  be  very  helpful. 
Posters  were  displayed  in  clinics  and  in  the  surgeries  of  some  of  the 
family  doctors.  One  of  the  school  doctors  continued  to  give  part 
of  his  time  to  talks  to  schools  on  this  subject  in  a  specialist  capacity. 

Home  Safety  : 

Whilst  road  safety  has  received  so  much  publicity  in  the  past, 
and  still  continues  to  do  so,  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  fact 
that  there  are  more  fatal  accidents  in  the  home  than  on  the  road 
has  at  last  begun  to  be  appreciated  both  by  the  public  and  the 
authorities.  Perhaps  one  of  the  best  means  of  seeking  to  influence 
the  public  is  by  exhibition  and  this  we  have  sought  to  do  whenever 
the  opportunity  has  arisen.  For  some  time  now  we  have  been 
seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  electricity  and  gas  boards  in  dis¬ 
playing,  in  particular,  cooker  guards,  and  I  think  we  can  look 
forward  to  their  help  in  the  future.  The  ideal  would,  of  course,  be 
achieved  if  we  could  persuade  the  manufacturers  to  incorporate 
these  safety  features  in  the  structure  of  their  products. 

Lectures  and  Film  Shows  : 

The  requests  for  lectures  and  film  shows  remained  at  about 
the  same  level  as  last  year.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  lectures 
and  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  film  shows  were  arranged  during 
the  year.  The  Department's  him  projectors  proved  to  be  of  great 
value,  and  group  discussion  in  many  of  the  audiences  who  had 
lectures  or  him  shows  or  both  increased  the  value  of  this  form  of 
health  education. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  National  Health  Service  home  helps 
were  provided  for  712  households  requiring  domestic  assistance. 
Last  year  the  total  was  3,989  and  details  are  given  in  Table  21 
There  was  a  further  increase  of  old  people  being  helped  to  a  record 
number  of  3,493. 

An  additional  home  help  organiser  was  appointed  during  the 
year  to  assist  the  Area  Medical  Officers  in  the  service.  The  detailed 
work  associated  with  carrying  out  such  a  successful  service  was 
done  by  the  area  health  offices  who,  as  in  the  past,  have  arranged 
an  annual  meeting  of  their  home  helps  together  with  a  talk  or 
demonstration  of  some  interest. 

Last  year  the  Council  employed  936  home  helps  of  whom  all 
but  three  did  part-time  duties.  The  hours  of  service  given  to 
households  totalled  819,882. 


Administration. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  staff  of  the  service  consists  of  nine  mental  welfare  officers, 
working  from  six  district  offices,  dealing  with  mentally  disordered 
persons  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959.  These  officers  also 
perform  social  welfare  duties  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Welfare  Department. 
The  service  is  supervised  by  a  senior  mental  welfare  officer. 

The  training  centres  staff  consists  of  seven  supervisors,  six  of 
whom  are  qualified,  three  qualified  assistants,  twelve  unqualified 
assistants,  one  trainee  and  three  handcraft  instructors. 


Training  of  Staff. 

One  mental  welfare  officer  attended  a  refresher  course  for 
mental  health  workers  at  Leeds  University  and  four  qualified 
supervisors  attended  a  refresher  course  in  London  for  teachers  of 
the  mentally  handicapped.  These  were  arranged  by  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health. 

An  unqualified  assistant  supervisor  and  one  of  the  handcraft 
instructors  were  given  leave  of  absence  to  attend  a  diploma  course 
for  teachers  of  the  mentally  handicapped. 

All  members  of  the  staff  of  training  centres  attended  a  Regional 
Study  Day  which  was  arranged  by  the  Newcastle  local  health 
authority.  This  included  lectures,  discussions  and  films  on 
mentally  subnormal  persons  in  training  centres. 


Co-ordination  with  Hospital  Authorities. 

The  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  mental  welfare  officers 
with  that  of  the  psychiatric  hospitals  made  considerable  progress 
during  the  year.  Increasingly  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
mental  welfare  officers  to  see  patients  during  their  stay  in  hospital 
and  this  has  led  to  the  more  ready  reference  of  patients  for  care 
on  discharge. 

Special  arrangements  were  made  by  Dr.  D.  Irwin,  the  Consult¬ 
ant  Psychiatrist  at  St.  George’s  Hospital,  for  the  mental  welfare 
officers  to  hold  special  meetings  in  the  hospital  with  the  whole  of 
the  consultant  staff.  At  these  meetings  general  policy  was  discussed 
in  addition  to  the  details  of  individual  patients.  The  meetings  were 
so  successful  that  arrangements  were  made  for  regular  monthly 
sessions  in  the  following  year  in  which  opportunities  would  be 
given  for  the  mental  welfare  officers  to  increase  their  knowledge 
and  widen  their  experience. 
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Work  Undertaken  in  the  Community. 

The  staff  have  increased  their  community  care  work  by 
frequent  visits  to  patients  in  hospital  and  to  relatives  and  patients 
after  their  discharge  from  hospital.  This  has  added  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  social  side  of  after-care. 

The  increase  in  the  work  of  the  mental  welfare  officers  was 
maintained  during  1963.  The  amount  of  this  increase  over  the  past 
five  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Visits  to  Total 

mentally  ill  Visits 

1959  ••  1,360  ..  5,878 

1960  ..  2,094  ••  6,145 

1961  ..  2,117  ..  6,567 

1962  ..  2,631  ..  7,306 

1963  .  •  3,047  •  •  3,439 


While  the  total  number  of  visits  has  increased  in  this  time  by 
44%,  the  most  interesting  figure  is  the  increase  of  124%  in  the 
number  of  visits  to  the  mentally  ill  which  clearly  reflects  the 
increasing  use  which  is  being  made  of  the  services  by  the  psychiatric 
hospitals  and  the  family  doctors.  This  is  also  shown  by  the  increase 
from  72  to  hi  in  the  number  of  mentally  ill  patients  at  home  who 
were  in  the  care  of  the  Department.  The  total  number  of  patients 
receiving  community  care  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  779  and  the 
number  referred  during  the  year  was  669,  made  up  of  602  mentally 
ill,  11  psychopathic  and  56  mentally  subnormal  patients. 

The  statutory  admissions  into  mental  hospitals  in  which 
mental  welfare  officers  were  concerned  totalled  279.  239  were  under 
Sections  25  and  29  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  and  of  these  145  were 
made  informal  admissions  after  their  period  of  observation.  During 
the  year  875  patients  were  admitted  informally  into  hospital  and 
this  does  not  show  any  great  change  from  last  year. 

There  were  35  mentally  subnormal  patients  admitted  into 
hospital  on  an  informal  basis  and  2  admitted  under  statutory 
procedure,  compared  with  59  admissions  in  1962.  Eleven  children 
under  16  years  and  14  adults  are  still  urgently  waiting  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  hospital  while  there  are  also  13  persons  who  would 
benefit  from  hospital  care  but  are  not  considered  urgent  cases. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  64  mentally  subnormal  persons  to 
be  provided  with  short-term  care  in  hospital  so  that  their  parents 
and  relatives  could  have  a  holiday. 

The  total  number  of  mentally  disordered  persons  under  com¬ 
munity  care  of  the  local  health  authority  is  shown  on  page  100, 
and  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  by  the  mental  welfare 
officers  is  shown  in  table  22. 
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Training  Centres. 

Progress  continued  to  be  maintained  in  the  training  facilities 
for  248  mentally  subnormal  and  severely  subnormal  persons  in  the 
following  centres  : — 


Barndale  House,  Howling  Lane,  Alnwick. 
South  View,  Ashington. 

1  Beech  Grove,  Bedlington. 

Palace  Street  East,  Berwick. 

Priory  Buildings,  Beaumont  Street,  Hexham. 
54,  West  Road,  Prudhoe. 

Elton  Street  East,  Wallsend. 


Alnwick 


Ashington 

Bedlington 


Berwick 

Hexham 

Prudhoe 

Wallsend 


Last  year  I  referred  to  work  starting  on  the  provision  of  a 
residential  junior  training  centre  at  Alnwick.  This  was  completed 
during  1963  and  the  training  centre  came  fully  into  operation.  Al¬ 
terations  were  made  to  Barndale  House,  which  had  previously 
been  a  nursery,  and  extensions  were  built  to  provide  classrooms 
and  dormitory  accommodation.  Accommodation  is  provided  for 
27  resident  pupils  and  it  will  be  possible  to  take  3  day  pupils  from 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Alnwick.  The  resident  pupils  attend  as 
weekly  boarders  and  go  home  each  weekend. 

The  staff  consists  of  matron,  assistant  matron,  cook,  3  domestic 
staff,  2  part-time  night  attendants  and  3  teachers.  The  centre 
opened  on  14th  October  and  worked  smoothly.  It  was  clear  at  the 
end  of  the  year  that  some  of  the  children  were  deriving  great  benefit 
as  boarders,  but  a  fuller  appraisal  of  the  value  of  the  project  will 
be  made  after  a  longer  period  of  working. 

Very  satisfactory  results  have  been  achieved  in  the  adult 
sections  of  three  of  the  training  centres  in  regard  to  work  under¬ 
taken  for  local  firms  on  a  contract  basis,  and  also  in  the  making  of 
after-care  equipment  for  use  within  the  local  health  authority’s 
area.  The  remuneration  from  this  work  is  paid  to  the  trainees  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ability  and  effort.  The  trainees  are  becoming  more 
adaptable  to  the  various  jobs  undertaken  and  it  is  pleasing  to  know 

that  severely  subnormal  adults  can  be  trained  to  undertake  useful 
and  remunerative  tasks. 

Mid-day  meals  have  continued  to  be  provided  in  Day  Training 
Centres  by  the  School  Meals  Service  at  a  charge  of  i/-d.  per  day  to 
the  parents,  except  in  cases  of  hardship  when  the  family  income 
scale  for  the  provision  of  free  meals  is  applied. 

Arrangements  continued  whereby  medical  and  dental  examin¬ 
ations  are  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  and  Dental  staff. 

Private  hire  transport  was  used  to  convey  the  trainees  to  and 
from  the  centres.  In  a  few  cases  where  the  pupils  do  not  live  within 
walking  distance  of  the  centres  and  public  transport  has  been  used, 
travelling  expenses  have  been  reimbursed. 
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BARNDALE  HOUSE,  ALNWICK 
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The  centres  continued  to  receive  most  generous  support  in  the 
form  of  gifts  and  donations  from  many  local  organisations  and 
these  were  greatly  appreciated  by  both  pupils  and  staff.  Some  of 
the  members  of  the  staff  at  Wallsend  Training  Centre  took  40 
mentally  subnormal  young  men  and  women  to  a  Holiday  Home  for 
Youth  Clubs  at  Thropton  for  one  week  in  the  summer.  This  project 
proved  an  excellent  holiday  which  included,  walking,  climbing, 
bathing  and  halfday  outings  by  coach,  so  much  so,  that  it  is  to  be 
repeated  in  1964.  The  Supervisor  of  Prudhoe  Training  Centre  took 
7  children  from  the  centre  on  a  week’s  holiday  to  the  seaside  at 
Allenby  in  Cumberland.  Both  of  these  holidays  were  paid  for  by 
parents. 


Therapeutic  Social  Clubs. 

There  are  two  clubs  which  provide  social  activities  suited  to 
the  special  needs  of  mentally  subnormal  persons.  These  are  held 
fortnightly  in  training  centre  premises  and  supervised  voluntarily 
by  staff  of  the  centres.  The  average  membership  at  each  club  is 
about  40  young  men  and  women. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  provide  clubs  for  patients 
who  have  been  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  to  help  them  in 
their  rehabilitation  in  the  community.  The  first  psychiatric  club 
will  open  early  in  1964. 
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Voluntary  Organisations. 

There  are  two  voluntary  organisations,  the  Gosforth  & 
District  Peter  Pan  Society  and  the  Whitley  Bay  &  District  Society 
for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  who  are  running  social  clubs 
weekly  for  mentally  subnormal  persons  and  these  are  greatly 
appreciated. 

The  Northumberland  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
organised  as  its  centenary  year  service  project  a  week’s  holiday 
camp  at  Glanton  for  34  mentally  subnormal  boys  and  girls.  This 
venture,  the  first  of  its  kind,  was  found  to  be  worthwhile  and  a 
great  success.  The  Society’s  members  who  volunteered  to  staff  the 
camp  found  it  unique  and  a  most  valuable  experience  which  gave 
them  a  new  insight  into  the  service  provided  for  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  children,  the  needs  of  these  children,  and  the  needs  of  the 
parents  for  understanding  and  support  from  such  an  organisation. 
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NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS’  REGULATION  ACT,  1948. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  above  Act,  registration  may  be  of 
premises  in  which  case  the  institution  is  referred  to  as  a  day 
nursery,  or  children  may  be  received  for  care  into  the  home  of  the 
person  undergoing  registration,  in  which  case  the  person  is  registered 
as  a  daily  minder. 


Nurseries 

Registered  at  end  of  year 
Children  provided  for 
Daily  Minders  : — 
Registered  at  end  of  year 
Children  provided  for 


Year. 


1963 

1962 

4 

4 

77 

77 

28 

26 

335 

267 

NURSING  HOMES. 

There  are  three  homes  registered  as  nursing  homes  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936.  One  home  in  Gosforth  provided  14  matern¬ 
ity  beds  while  a  second  in  the  same  area  provided  8  maternity  and 
6  nursing  beds.  The  third  home  is  situated  in  Hexham  and  provided 
6  nursing  beds.  This  last  home  is  also  registered  as  an  old  people’s 
home  for  11  women.  All  the  nursing  homes  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  and  continue  to  give  a  high  standard  of  nursing 
care. 


REGISTRATION  OF  HOMES  FOR  OLD  AND 
DISABLED  PERSONS. 

The  Council  register  homes  for  old  and  disabled  persons  under 
Section  37  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  the  number  of  such 
homes  increased  during  the  year  to  24  giving  a  total  of  283  beds 
available.  These  homes  are  situated  at  Whitley  Bay  (15),  Gosforth 
(2),  Hexham  (2),  Alnmouth,  Ponteland,  Corbridge,  Benton  and 
Heddon-on-the-Wall.  Regular  inspections  of  the  homes  were  made 
by  the  County  Welfare  Officer  and  the  Deputy  County  Medical 
Officer.  Most  homes  gave  a  reasonable  amount  of  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  old  people. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

WELFARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS. 

The  registers  of  blind  and  partially  sighted  each  showed  a 
slight  decrease  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  although  there 
was  again  a  fairly  substantial  increase  in  the  register  of  generally 
handicapped. 

Deaths  and  decertifications  among  the  former  groups  exceeded 
new  registrations  and  recertifications  by  30,  while  as  far  as  the 
generally  handicapped  were  concerned,  there  were  more  than  three 
times  as  many  new  registrations  as  deaths.  The  majority  of  the 
former  group,  however,  were  over  the  age  of  65,  while  in  the  main 
the  registered  physically  handicapped  were  between  the  ages  of 
16  and  60.  During  the  year  there  were  270  new  registrations  or 
recertifications  and  in  December  the  aggregate  number  of  handi¬ 
capped  persons  registered  was  2,187  compared  with  2,173  at  the 
end  of  1962. 

An  additional  welfare  assistant  commenced  duty  in  August. 

An  important  development  of  the  department  during  the 
year  was  the  opening  of  Merley  Croft,  Morpeth,  a  home  for  physically 
handicapped  persons  considered  to  be  too  young  for  ordinary  Part 
III  accommodation.  Further  mention  of  the  home  is  made  at  the 
end  of  the  report. 

There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  weekly  craft 
classes  arranged  for  physically  handicapped. 

Holidays  again  played  an  important  part  in  the  welfare  and 
rehabilitation  of  150  handicapped  persons.  Thirty  eight  physically 
handicapped  persons  took  part  in  a  holiday  to  Thropton  in  a 
hostel  which  the  Northumberland  Association  of  Mixed  Clubs  kindly 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  department.  The  party  was  accompan¬ 
ied  by  members  of  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  other  voluntary 
workers,  and  the  staff  of  the  Association  also  gave  valuable  help. 

Sixteen  handicapped  persons  (including  two  registered  blind) 
attended  Caister  Bay  Holiday  Camp,  Norfolk,  arranged  in  con¬ 
junction  with  West  Northumberland  voluntary  committee.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  24  persons  to  spend  a  holiday  at  a  private 
boarding  house  at  Ulgham  in  three  parties  ;  six  deaf-blind  people 
spent  a  holiday  at  Morecambe  in  company  with  persons  similarly 
afflicted  resident  in  the  Northern  Region  ;  19  blind  went  to  holiday 
homes  for  the  blind  and  29  handicapped  children  spent  a  holiday 
at  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  Junior  Cadet  Camp,  each 
handicapped  child  being  accompanied  by  two  cadets.  In  addition, 
financial  assistance  was  given  to  18  handicapped  persons  towards 
thei  privately  arranged  holidays. 

Twenty  voluntary  committees  have  now  been  established  to 
cater  for  social  functions  for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped 
persons.  Weekly  or  fortnightly  club  meetings  were  arranged  for  the 
blind  and  partially  sighted  and  monthly  meetings  for  the  physically 
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handicapped.  The  County  Council  has  always  encouraged  and 
welcomed  voluntary  help,  and,  in  fact,  works  in  closest  co-oper¬ 
ation  with  voluntary  organisations  in  carrying  out  many  services 
for  handicapped  people.  Northumberland  is  fortunate  in  having  a 
number  of  voluntary  organisations  and  individuals  who  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  their  services  and  devote  their  time  towards  enriching 
the  lives  and  lightening  the  burdens  of  handicapped  and  elderly 
persons.  The  department  is  most  grateful  for  the  assistance  which 
is  given  by  the  voluntary  committees  responsible  for  arranging 
clubs  and  outings,  members  of  the  Rotary  Club,  Round  Table  and 
other  organisations  who  provide  voluntary  transport  ;  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  British  Red  Cross  Society  for  their  valuable 
help  in  connection  with  holidays  and  escort  duty  and  other  serv¬ 
ices  ;  Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committees  who  provide  a 
‘  Meals  on  Wheels  ’  service  in  many  areas  ;  ladies  of  the  Inner 
Wheel  who  visit  the  Home  for  the  Blind  to  read  to  the  old  people 
and  write  their  letters  and  many  other  services  which  are  voluntar¬ 
ily  given. 


Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

Registration. 

The  age  groups  of  the  registered  blind  on  31st  December  were 
as  follows  :  — 

Blind.  Partially  Sighted. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

5  -  15  •  • 

8 

5 

13 

16 

14 

30 

16  -  20 

7 

3 

10 

12 

3 

15 

21  -  49 

65 

43 

108 

25 

9 

34 

50  -  64 

67 

59 

126 

13 

27 

40 

65  plus 

169 

282 

45i 

45 

103 

148 

3i7 

393 

710 

113 

156 

269 

During  the  year  ophthalmologists  carried  out  163  examin¬ 
ations  under  the  Council’s  scheme  as  compared  with  190  during 
the  preceding  year. 

Approximately  75  per  cent  of  the  newly  registered  were  over 
65  years  of  age. 

Forty  eight  of  the  persons  registered  or  recertified  during  the 
year  were  referred  to  the  department  by  ophthalmologists  or 
medical  practitioners,  18  by  officers  of  the  department,  20  by 
National  Assistance  Board  officers,  while  38  were  referred  through 
other  lay  sources. 


Causes  of  Blindness  and  Defective  Vision. 

Cataract  and  glaucoma  were  the  primary  causes  of  blindness 
or  defective  vision  of  approximately  one  third  of  the  persons 
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registered  during  the  year,  while  the  next  major  cause  was  macular 
degeneration,  27  persons  newly  registered  suffering  from  this 
condition. 

Twenty  nine  persons  were  registered  blind  or  partially  sighted 
as  a  result  of  cataract  of  whom  eight  had  received  no  treatment  or 
recent  specialist  advice  prior  to  certification.  Six  of  the  latter  were 
aged  or  too  frail  to  undergo  treatment,  but  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  other  two  to  attend  hospital.  There  were  14  cases  of 
glaucoma.  All  excepting  one,  who  was  too  frail  for  treatment,  had 
had  specialist  advice  prior  to  certification.  For  the  first  time  for 
some  years  a  man  was  registered  blind  as  a  result  of  an  industrial 
injury,  the  man  being  injured  as  a  result  of  a  shot  firing  accident 
in  a  mine. 


Children  under  16. 

The  children  under  16  who  were  registered,  5  partially  sighted 
and  2  blind,  all  suffered  from  congenital  eye  conditions,  i.e. 

Blind.  Partially  Sighted. 

Macular  degeneration  —  2 

Optic  atrophy  ....  2  1 

Congenital  nystagmus .  .  —  1 

Uveitis  ......  —  1 

The  following  table  summarises  the  causes,  recommendations 
and  treatment  of  patients  registered  during  the  year  : — 


Cataract 


Glaucoma 


Others 


Number  of  cases  regis¬ 

Blind 

P.S. 

Blind 

P.S. 

Blind 

P.S, 

tered  during  year 
Recommendations  : — 

14 

15 

10 

4 

58 

23 

(a)  No  treatment  .  . 

(b)  Treatment  recom¬ 
mended  : — 

3 

3 

1 

27 

10 

Surgical 

Medical  or  hospital 

9 

5 

*3 

— 

*3 

— 

supervision  .  . 

2 

6 

6 

4 

23 

9 

Optical 

Follow  Up  Treatment 
carried  out  : — 

1 

5 

4 

Surgical 

Medical  or  hospital 

1 

1 

— — ■ 

— 

1 

— 

supervision 

2 

6 

6 

4 

23 

9 

Optical 

Willing  to  undergo 
treatment  when 
eyes  are  ready  or 
beds  become  avai¬ 
lable  or  if  physic¬ 
al  condition  im¬ 

1 

5 

4 

proves 

Not  agreeable  for 
treatment,  un¬ 

2 

2 

decided  or  too  frail 

7 

2 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

Died 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

*for  secondary  cataract. 
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Social  Welfare. 

A  student  home  teacher  appointed  in  1962  was  successful  in 
obtaining  the  Home  Teacher’s  Diploma,  and  in  December  seven 
qualified  home  teachers  were  employed.  A  summary  of  visits  paid 
during  the  year  is  given  in  Table  24. 

The  home  teachers’  duties  included  the  investigation  of  new 
applications,  domiciliary  visiting,  teaching  Braille  and  Moon, 
handicrafts,  both  in  group  classes  and  at  home,  assisting  blind  and 
partially  sighted  persons  with  social  problems  and  in  their  re¬ 
habilitation. 

The  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  continued  to  make 
bi-annual  grants  to  the  County  Blind  Persons  Trust  Fund,  from 
which  fund  in  turn,  grants  were  made  to  the  various  voluntary 
committees  for  the  blind.  Partial  costs  of  outings,  some  chiropody 
treatment,  clothing  grants  and  grants  for  specific  purposes  were 
also  made  out  of  the  fund. 

During  the  year  41  certificates  for  free  wireless  licences  were 
issued  and  36  wireless  sets  were  distributed  on  behalf  of  the  British 
Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund. 


Employment. 

Five  newly  registered  blind  persons  were  available  and  suit¬ 
able  for  employment.  Two  were  able  to  continue  their  employment 
after  registration  and  the  others  were  offered  courses  of  industrial 
rehabilitation  through  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Two  men  underwent  industrial  rehabilitation  at  Torquay 
and  one  of  these  became  a  telephonist. 

The  Minister  of  Labour  assumed  responsibility  for  the  placing 
in  employment  of  blind  persons  from  1st  October  last  year  and  the 
employment  of  the  Placement  Officer  was  transferred  to  that  body. 

A  young  blind  woman  commenced  training  at  a  Teachers 
Training  College,  and  two  blind  men  completed  their  training  at 
the  Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  employment  position  of  the  blind 
and  partially  sighted  was  as  follows  : — 

Blind.  P.s. 


Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind .  .  .  .  •  •  27 

Employed  under  Home  Workers’  Scheme  .  .  .  .  2 

Employed  in  other  capacities  16-64  years  .  .  .  .  3°  3° 

Employed  in  other  capacities  over  64  years  .  .  .  .  2 

Undergoing  training  ....  .  .  •  •  •  •  2 

Undergoing  training  (professional)  .  .  .  .  •  •  1 

Available  for  employment  —  unemployed  .  .  .  .  6  1 1 

Not  available  or  capable  of  employment  16-64  years.  .  43  47 

At  school  16-20  years  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  2 
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Generally  Handicapped. 

Registration. 


Age  groups  of  the 

persons 

registered 

were  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Totad. 

Under  16  years 

•  .  •  • 

13 

26 

39 

16-64  years  .  . 

.  . 

410 

396 

806 

65  years  and  over 

.  . 

30 

33 

63 

453 

455 

908 

It  is  not  generally  the  practice  of  the  Department  to  register 
children  under  16  or  adults  over  65  years  of  age  unless  they  require 
special  help  or  advice  and  it  was  considered  they  would  benefit 
from  registration.  Eight  children  under  16  and  18  adults  65  years 
of  age  and  over  were  registered.  The  remaining  109  were  in  the 
16 — 64  age  group. 

Approximately  80  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  new 
applicants  who  were  not  considered  suitable  for  registration. 

Amputations,  disseminated  sclerosis  and  arthritic  and  rheum¬ 
atic  conditions  were  the  main  causes  of  disablement  registered. 

Social  Welfare. 

Advice  was  given  upon  special  aids  and  adaptations  to  assist 
handicapped  persons  and  during  the  year  the  Council  paid  for  or 
assisted  with  the  cost  of  structural  adaptations  and  alterations  in 
the  homes  of  26  individuals,  special  appliances  were  provided  for 
14  people,  and  a  grant  was  made  to  Blyth  Corporation  towards  the 
cost  of  adapting  another  house  into  one  suitable  for  a  handicapped 
person. 

Medical  practitioners  and  consultants  were  contacted  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  provision  of  wheel  chairs  and  motor  and  electric¬ 
ally  propelled  vehicles. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  car  badges  for  severely  dis¬ 
abled  drivers  to  assist  them  in  parking  continued  to  operate  and 
during  the  year  153  badges  were  issued  (including  14  re-issues). 
There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  badges  from  September  when  Newcastle  City  Council  introduced 
parking  meters  in  the  city. 

Craft  Instruction. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  weekly  craft  classes  held  was 
increased  to  nine.  Eight  —  established  at  Ashington,  Bedlington, 
Blyth,  Longbenton,  Morpeth,  Shiremoor,  Wallsend  and  Whitley 
Bay  —  were  conducted  by  the  two  craft  instructors  on  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  staff.  An  occupational  therapist  with  the  assistance  of  a 
craft  instructor  (both  of  whom  were  employed  on  a  part  time 
basis)  conducted  the  Alnwick  class. 
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In  addition,  the  two  full  time  instructors  conducted  craft 
classes  at  Merley  Croft  for  the  residents  on  two  mornings  a  week, 
and  also  undertook  some  domiciliary  teaching. 

The  classes  have  proved  to  be  of  invaluable  assistance  in 
rehabilitating  many  of  the  handicapped.  Obstacles  had  sometimes 
to  be  overcome  to  convince  the  handicapped  and  sometimes  their 
parents  of  the  value  of  the  classes  before  arrangements  were  made 
for  their  attendance. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  paid  and  weekly 
classes  conducted  by  the  two  full  time  craft  instructors  during  the 
year  : — 

First  Domiciliary  Visits  re  Special  Classes  Aggregate 

Visits  Instruction  materials  Visits  Total  held  Attendances 

22  579  407  167  1175  328  3189 

In  addition  the  two  instructors  conducted  40  classes  at 
Merley  Croft  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  963  between  the 
months  of  August  and  December. 

The  part  time  occupational  therapist  and  instructor  conducted 
48  classes  in  Alnwick.  Some  part  time  instruction  was  also  given  in 
the  Berwick  area  during  part  of  the  year  and  in  December  over 
200  registered  handicapped  persons  in  the  county  were  receiving 
either  domiciliary  or  class  instruction. 

Employment. 

Five  generally  handicapped  persons  registered  with  the 
county  were  placed  in  employment  during  the  year. 

The  Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind,  Newcastle,  in  accordance 
with  their  decision  made  towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  year 
accepted  a  number  of  physically  handicapped  into  the  workshops, 
the  workers  being  selected  from  the  areas  of  the  constituent 
authorities.  One  physically  handicapped  person  from  the  county 


commenced  employment  there  as  a  mat  finisher  and  proved  to  be 

a  very  satisfactory  worker. 

In  December  the  numbers  of  employed  who 

were  registered 

with  the  Council  as  handicapped  were  :• — 

Remploy  workers 

26 

Remploy  home  workers 

3 

Self  employed 

2 

Other  employment 

62 

Part  time  workers 

5 

Total 

98 

Nine  of  the  Remploy  workers  were  already  employed  when 
they  applied  for  registration. 

One  young  woman  continued  to  be  employed  in  sheltered 
work  at  Dorincourt  Estates,  Surrey. 
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Epileptic  and  Spastic  Persons. 

During  the  year  3  epileptics  and  7  spastic  persons  were  newly 
registered.  Arrangements  were  made  for  two  epileptics  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  colonies,  two  were  discharged  to  their  own  homes  during 
the  year  and  in  December  the  Council  was  maintaining  ten  epileptic 
adult  persons  in  colonies.  Relatives  are  encouraged  to  keep  in  touch 
with  them  and  as  far  as  possible  to  have  them  home  for  a  holiday 
occasionally. 

In  addition  to  60  epileptic  adults  registered  as  handicapped, 
there  were  36  epileptic  children  known  to  the  Department. 

Seventy  seven  adult  spastics  and  9  children  were  registered  as 
handicapped,  and  a  further  51  children  were  known  but  were  not 
registered  as  their  needs  were  met  by  other  sections  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  Council  continued  to  maintain  a  spastic  man  in  a  Cheshire 
Home  and  7  spastics  were  admitted  to  the  Council’s  home,  Merley 
Croft.  Eight  young  spastics  attended  the  Percy  Hedley  Day  Work 
Centre  at  Forest  Hall,  the  Council  making  a  grant  in  respect  of 
their  attendance. 


Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 


The  Northumberland  and 

Durham 

Mission  to 

the  Deaf 

continued  as  agents  in  the  south-east  area  of  the  Countv,  the 

Mission  also  being  available  for  specialist  services  over 

the  whole 

County.  In  the  north  and  west, 

home  teachers  for  the  blind  con- 

tinued  to  visit  the  deaf. 

Age  groups  on  31st  December  were  as 

follows  : — 

Males. 

Females 

Total 

Deaf  with  Speech  : 

Under  16  years 

.  .  11 

6 

17 

16-64  years  .  . 

54 

55 

109 

65  years  and  over 

8 

10 

18 

73 

7i 

144 

Deaf  without  Speech  : 

Under  16  years 

13 

20 

33 

16-64  years  .  . 

3i 

30 

61 

65  years  and  over 

2 

5 

7 

46 

55 

IOI 

Hard  of  Hearing  : 

Under  16  years 

4 

4 

8 

16-64  years  .  . 

24 

18 

42 

65  years  and  over 

•  •  - 

5 

5 

28 

27 

55 

Totals  . . 

!47 

153 

300 

59 


MERLEY  CROFT,  MORPETH 
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Employment. 

Ten  deaf  persons  were  placed  in  employment  during  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Workshops  for  the 
Adult  Blind  to  accept  a  limited  number  of  sighted  disabled  as 
employees,  the  Council  accepted  financial  responsibility  for  the 
employment  of  a  young  deaf  woman  in  the  knitting  department. 

Social  Welfare. 

The  clubs  at  Blyth  and  Willington  Quay  continued  to  function 
and  several  deaf  living  in  districts  adjacent  to  Newcastle  attended 
the  Newcastle  club  regularly.  Northumberland  deaf  also  took  part 
in  outings  and  a  holiday  to  Blackpool  arranged  by  the  Mission. 
Deaf  people  were  also  invited  to  a  Christmas  dinner  arranged  for 
blind  and  other  handicapped  persons  by  a  local  voluntary  com¬ 
mittee. 

Details  of  visits  paid  by  the  Mission  staff  are  given  in  Table 
24.  Grants  were  given  to  Hard  of  Hearing  Clubs  and  the  Society  of 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 


Special  Homes. 

The  undermentioned  homes  were  administered  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  as  Part  III  accommodation  under  the  Act. 

Nicholas  Garrow  Home. 

The  home,  opened  in  1948,  provided  accommodation  for  31 
blind  persons.  During  the  year  4  residents  —  2  in  their  eighties  and 
2  over  90  years  of  age  —  died  and  3  were  permanently  discharged 
to  hospital  or  other  accommodation.  Three  men  and  4  women  were 
admitted  as  permanent  residents  and  8  were  blind  persons  admit¬ 
ted  for  holiday  periods  during  the  absence  of  some  of  the  perman¬ 
ent  residents. 

Merley  Croft. 

Adaptations  and  extensions  to  Merley  Croft,  Morpeth,  were 
completed  during  the  year.  Designed  by  the  County  Architect  and 
his  staff,  the  home  has  accommodation  for  32  physically  handicap¬ 
ped  persons.  Special  features  in  connection  with  the  baths,  toilets, 
taps  and  wash  basins  were  provided  and  the  home  was  equipped 
to  help  the  handicapped  and  encourage  them  to  achieve  some 
independence.  The  original  house  is  used  for  staff  quarters,  two 
residents’  bedrooms  upstairs  and  a  lounge  and  two  residents' 
bedrooms  downstairs.  The  extension  which  was  built  on  one  level 
comprises  kitchens,  second  lounge,  quiet  room,  residents’  kitchen, 
twelve  single  rooms,  four  double  bedrooms,  dining  hall,  occupational 
therapy  room,  bathrooms,  etc.  The  home  has  proved  to  be  a 
successful  project.  Prior  to  its  opening,  younger  handicapped 
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persons  requiring  accommodation  had  to  go  into  a  home  for  the 
aged  in  the  county  or  to  a  voluntary  home  outside  the  county  some 
distance  away  from  their  normal  place  of  residence. 


The  first  12  residents  were  admitted  in  July  and  thereafter  a 
few  wrere  admitted  every  ten  days  or  so.  The  32  permanent  resid¬ 
ents  in  the  home  in  December  included  the  following  disabilities  : — 


Spastic  Paraplegia  .  .  .  .  7 

Parkinsonism  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Chronic  arthritis  .  .  .  .  3 

Muscular  dystroph)'  •  •  •  •  3 

Multiple  sclerosis  .  .  .  .  7 

Friedreichs  ataxia  .  .  .  .  1 

Poliomyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Hemiplegia 

Amputation  of  leg  and  partial 
paralysis 
Spina  bifida 
Syringomyelia  .  . 

Encephalitis 

Spondylitis 


In  addition  to  32  permanent  residents,  6  wrere  admitted  for 
holiday  periods  before  the  home  wras  full  and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange 
for  other  temporary  admissions  during  the  absence  of  permanent 
residents. 


The  staff  establishment  is  matron,  assistant  matron,  cook, 
2  male  attendants,  4  female  attendants,  2  night  attendants, 
gardener-handyman  and  4  domestics. 
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HOUSING. 

New  Houses. 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  built  in  the  County  in  1963 
was  less  than  the  annual  average  —  2,579  as  compared  with  3,138 
for  the  previous  year  —  but  the  number  of  houses  provided  by 
county  district  authorities,  viz.,  897,  showed  an  increase  over  the 
1962  figure  of  722.  Activity  by  private  enterprise,  though  still 
running  at  a  fairly  high  rate,  at  1,495  houses  was  less  than  in  the 
preceding  years.  The  demand  for  housing  accommodation  seems 
likely  to  continue,  when  one  considers  that,  setting  aside  the 
requirements  for  replacement  of  unfit  properties,  the  county 
population  is  rising  and  the  number  of  persons  per  household 
according  to  the  Census  has  dropped  from  3.3  in  1951  to  3.0  in  1961. 
It  is  therefore  pleasing  to  observe  that  in  the  field  of  local  authority 
housing,  the  county  shows  a  “  credit  balance  ”  this  year  of  new 
houses  over  dwellings  discontinued.  One  hundred  and  sixty-five 
houses  were  added  during  the  year  by  Newcastle  Corporation  to 
their  overspill  estates  in  the  Longbenton  and  Castle  Ward  Districts. 
Details  will  be  found  in  Table  26. 

o 

Slum  Clearance. 

The  number  of  houses  put  out  of  use  during  the  year  (see 
Table  27)  was  545,  appreciably  less  than  for  the  previous  2  years 
but  this  was  to  be  expected  as  many  of  the  count}^  districts  are 
coming  to  the  end  of  their  immediate  programme  of  slum  clearance. 
Nevertheless  if  the  i960  reassessment  is  still  to  be  taken  as  correct, 
there  must  be  about  1,500  properties  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  in 
this  way.  It  is  fortunate  that  “  houses  in  multiple  occupation  ” 
which  have  become  the  current  problem  in  some  of  the  larger 
centres  of  population,  appear  not  to  be  numerous  in  the  administ¬ 
rative  county. 

Improvement  Grants. 

These  grants,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  Table  28,  are 
of  two  kinds  :  “  discretionary  grants  ”  for  complete  reconditioning 
of  dwelling  houses,  and  “  standard  grants  "  available  as  of  right  to 
any  property  owner  for  the  installation  of  such  amenities  as  bath, 
hot  water  supply,  and  inside  water  closet. 

A  total  of  918  discretionary  grants  was  approved  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  some  300  over  the  rather  low  1962  figure.  Al¬ 
together  nearly  9,000  houses  in  the  county,  about  one  half  of  these 
in  the  rural  areas,  have  benefitted  from  these  grants  since  the 
scheme  began.  Standard  grants  during  the  year  numbered  321, 
and  over  1,200  houses  have  been  improved  in  this  way  so  far, 
nearly  800  bathrooms  and  850  internal  W.C’s.  having  been  provided 
since  the  1959  Housing  Act  came  into  operation. 
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The  1961  Census  published  during  the  year  shows  however 
that  15%  of  the  houses  in  the  county  are  still  without  a  hot  water 
supply  and  19%  have  no  bath,  these  percentages  representing 
nearly  22,000  and  28,000  dwellings  respectively.  That  the  propor¬ 
tions  are  not  significantly  different  for  urban  and  rural  districts  is 
an  indication  of  the  benefit  improvement  grants  have  brought  to 
the  latter  areas.  Activity  has,  pro  rata,  been  much  greater  in  the 
rural  districts  ;  in  the  Glendale  Rural  District  for  example  one  out 
of  every  3  privately-owned  houses  has  by  now  been  improved 
with  grant  aid,  and  the  Hexham  Rural  District  Council  has  during 
the  past  13  years  given  grants  to  the  total  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
pounds. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  year  1963  saw  the  completion  of  the  regrouping  of  water 
undertakings  within  the  county  in  accordance  with  the  direction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  In  the  county 
there  are  now  only  two  statutory  undertakings  :  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company  and  the  Tynemouth  Corporation 
Water  Department,  themselves  interlinked  to  some  extent  by  their 
joint  participation  in  the  Coquet  Water  Board.  The  are  asserved 
by  the  two  bodies  are  as  follows  : 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  :  the  Boroughs  of 
Berwick,  Blyth  and  Wallsend  :  the  Urban  Districts  of  Alnwick, 
Amble,  Gosforth,  Hexham,  Longbenton,  Newburn,  Prudhoe, 
Seaton  Valley  ;  the  Rural  Districts  of  Alnwick,  Belford,  Belling¬ 
ham,  Castle  Ward,  Glendale,  Haltwhistle,  Hexham,  Norham  and 
Islandshires  and  Rothbury. 

Tynemouth  Corporation  :  the  Boroughs  of  Morpeth  and  Whitley 
Bay  ;  the  Urban  Districts  of  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshire,  New- 
biggin  ;  the  Rural  District  of  Morpeth.  (A  small  part  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  South  of  Hexham  Rural  District  is,  as  a  matter  of  con¬ 
venience,  included  in  the  statutory  area  of  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board). 

Notwithstanding  these  administrative  changes  the  general 
arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  in  the  county  showed  little 
alteration  during  the  year.  Many  small  local  sources  taken  over 
by  the  two  large  undertakings  remained  in  service  and  some  of 
these  for  practical  reasons  will  have  to  be  retained  indefinitely. 
Shortages  were  experienced  during  the  summer  months,  notably 
in  the  coastal  areas  of  Belford  Rural  District,  where  the  position 
was  aggravated  by  the  usual  seasonal  influx  of  visitors,  but  it  can 
now  be  stated  that  nowhere  in  the  county  is  there  a  serious  deficien¬ 
cy  of  supply  which  will  not  be  remedied  by  one  of  the  schemes  now 
in  progress. 

The  Coquet  Water  Board’s  northern  trunk  main  and  Morwick 
water  tower,  to  supply  Alnwick  and  Belford  Rural  Districts  and 
Amble  Urban  District  was  completed  during  the  year. 
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The  bacteriological  examination  of  water  is  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne.  Copies  of  the  reports  on  water  samples  submitted  by  author¬ 
ities  in  the  administrative  county  were  received  in  the  department 
and  any  unsatisfactory  results  were  investigated.  Eight  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  (as  compared 
with  1,077  in  1962)  from  both  public  and  private  supplies.  Six 
hundred  and  five  were  highly  satisfactory  and  45  satisfactory,  15 
suspicious  and  226  unsatisfactory.  The  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  is  declining  and  although  it  may  still  appear  high  it  is 
accounted  for  mainly  by  special  investigations  into  individual 
private  sources  with  a  view  to  their  improvement  or  their  abandon¬ 
ment  in  favour  of  newly-provided  public  supplies. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Bedlingtonshire  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  which 
has  been  in  progress  for  the  past  5  years,  was  almost  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  a 
start  had  been  made  with  a  complete  reorganisation  of  the  sewerage 
of  Newbiggin  by  a  scheme  which  will  at  the  same  time  put  an  end 
to  periodic  flooding  in  the  town  centre,  remove  a  danger  to  health 
arising  from  sewage  on  the  beach  of  this  popular  resort,  and  open 
up  an  area  of  land  for  housing  development.  Work  also  began  on 
the  first  stage  of  a  scheme  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  pro¬ 
posed  New  Town  at  Cramlington.  Otherwise  activity  during  the 
year  was  mainly  in  respect  of  small  village  schemes. 


RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE  ACTS, 

1944  -  55. 

Schemes  Submitted  for  Approval. 

The  following  schemes  were  submitted  during  the  year  for  the 
consideration  of  the  County  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Com¬ 
mittee  under  the  above  Acts  : — 

£ 

Alnwick  Rural  District  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

scheme  for  Lesbury  and  Alnmouth  75,000 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

scheme  for  Radcliffe  and  Hauxley  50,000 

Hexham  Rural  District  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

scheme  for  Langley  (Hill  Top)  .  .  1,290 

Morpeth  Rural  District  Water  supply  scheme  for  North 

West  of  district  (by  Tynemouth 
Corporation)  .  .  .  .  .  .  53,853 

The  number  of  schemes  coming  before  the  Committee  has 
noticeably  decreased.  Nevertheless  there  remain  a  few  centres  of 
population  where  proper  facilities  are  not  yet  available  and  where 
proposals  are  still  awaited. 
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Ministry  Inquiries  and  Investigations. 

Local  inquiries  and  investigations  into  the  following  proposed 
schemes  were  held  by  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
inspectors  : — 

(a)  An  investigation  at  Bellingham  on  the  30th  January  into  the 
Bellingham  Rural  District  Council’s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  Ridsdale.  (^9,388). 

(b)  An  investigation  at  Alnwick  on  the  5th  February  into  Alnwick 
Rural  District  Council’s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for 
Rennington.  (^16,250). 

(c)  An  investigation  at  Seaton  Delaval  on  21st  March  into  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  Cramlington  area  including  the 
proposed  New  Town. 

(d)  An  investigation  at  Hexham  on  the  8th  October  into  a  joint 
scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  Hexham  Urban  and  Rural  District 
Councils.  G£i 53,000). 

(e)  An  investigation  at  Alnwick  on  the  7th  November  into  Alnwick 
Rural  District  Council’s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
for  Radcliffe  and  Hauxley.  (^50,000). 

(f)  An  investigation  at  Alnwick  on  the  7th  November  into  Alnwick 
Rural  District  Council’s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for 
Lesbury  and  Alnmouth.  (^75,000). 

My  department  was  represented  on  these  occasions  and 
evidence  was  given,  where  appropriate,  in  support  of  the  schemes. 
In  the  case  of  Ridsdale  Village,  the  County  Council  made  rep¬ 
resentations  against  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  having  regard 
to  the  probable  short  life  of  the  majority  of  the  properties  to  be 
served.  The  Ministry,  however,  subsequently  decided  in  the  Rural 
District  Council’s  favour. 


Work  in  Progress. 

The  following  are  details  of  work  in  progress  in  the  county 
during  the  year  with  some  indication  of  the  stage  reached  by  31st 
December  : — 


District. 

Whitley  Bay  Borough 


Bedlingtonshire  Urban 
District 

Newbiggin  Urban 
District 

Seaton  Valley  Urban 
District 

Castle  Ward  Rural 
District. 

Glendale  Rural  District 
Haltwhistle  Rural 
District.  . 

Hexham  Rural  District 


Scheme 

Renewal  of  pump  and  alterations 
to  sewage  pump  house,  Duke’s 
Walk. 

Main  drainage  scheme.  Phase  2 

Main  drainage  scheme 

Cramlington  New  Town  outfall 
sewer. 

Sewerage  scheme,  Stannington 
Village 

Sewerage  scheme,  Lowick 
Sewage  disposal  works,  Rowfoot .  . 

Comprehensive  water  supply 
scheme  (by  Newcastle  &  Gates¬ 
head  Water  Company) 

Sewerage  scheme,  Chesterwood, 
and  Heugh  Houses,  Haydon 
Bridge. 


Progress. 

10%  completed. 

Nearing  completion 
Commenced. 

25%  completed. 


90%  completed. 
75%  completed. 
Nearing 

completion. 
95%  completed. 


75%  completed. 
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District.  Scheme.  Progress. 

Morpeth  Rural 

District  Sewerage  scheme,  Ulgham  .  .  95%  completed. 

Rothbury  Rural 

District  Sewerage  scheme,  Wingates  .  .  95%  completed. 

Schemes  Completed  During  the  Year. 

Month. 

November. 

December. 

June. 

October. 

August. 

December. 

December. 


District. 

Belford  Rural  District 

Bellingham  Rural 
District 

Castle  Ward  Rural 
District 

Haltwhistle  Rural 
District 
Hexham  Rural 
District 

Norham  and  Island- 
shires  Rural  District 


Scheme. 

Comprehensive  district  water 
scheme.  Stage  1 .  . 

Sewerage  scheme,  Kirkwhelping- 
ton 

Sewerage  scheme,  Ryal 

Sewerage  scheme,  Medburn 

Comprehensive  district  water 
supply  scheme 

Sewerage  scheme,  Humshaugh  .  . 

Water  supply  scheme,  Haggerston 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

As  was  foreshadowed  in  last  year’s  report,  difficulties  have 
arisen  over  supplies  of  suitable  fuel  for  domestic  use  in  smoke 
control  areas  in  the  North.  As  a  result,  no  new  areas  have  been 
established  in  the  county  during  1963,  and  the  sum  total  of  activity 
in  this  field  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  remains  at  two  areas  in 
Wallsend  Borough  of  a  combined  acreage  of  271  and  containing 
3,376  houses,  and  two  areas  in  Newburn  Urban  District,  comprising 
318  acres  which  will  eventually  contain  2,900  houses.  Whitley  Bay 
Borough  was  to  have  made  a  start  during  the  year,  but  was  advised 
that  only  one  of  its  three  proposed  areas  could  be  entertained  by 
the  Ministry  at  this  stage  due  to  the  fuel  position,  and  their  No.  1. 
area  was  in  any  case  later  deferred.  Blyth  Borough  therefore 
decided  to  postpone  any  action  on  domestic  smoke  control  for 
the  time  being.  When  one  considers  also  the  increased  cost  of  future 
smoke  control  in  this  region,  both  to  local  authority  funds  and  to 
the  residents  affected,  by  reason  of  the  more  elaborate  appliances 
likely  to  be  required  to  burn  the  only  smokeless  fuels  available, 
the  whole  adds  up  to  a  most  depressing  picture. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963. 

Under  the  above  Regulations,  the  County  Council  as  food  and 
drugs  authority  for  the  whole  of  its  area  (except  the  Borough  of 
Wallsend)  has  the  duty  of  licensing  and  supervision  of  all  dealers 
in  designated  milk,  and  this  work  is  carried  out  within  the  depart¬ 
ment,  together  with  supervision  of  milk  treatment  plants,  specified 
area  enforcement  etc. 

Dealers’  Licences. 


There  was  little  change  during  the  year  in  the  number  of 
licences  in  force  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  Table. 


At 

1st  January 
1963 

Additions 

During 

Year 

Deletions 

During 

Year 

At 

31st  December 
1963 

Licence  to  bottle  Tub¬ 
erculin  Tested  Milk 
(Form  B) 

21 

2 

19 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence 
(Form  C) 

Steriliser’s  Licence 

(Form  D) 

Dealer’s  Licence  for 
T.T.,  Pasteurised, 
Sterilised  Milk 
(Form  E) 

6 

_ 

_ 

6 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

296 

18 

14 

3  00 

Dealer’s  Licence  for 
Sterilised  Milk  Only 
(Form  E) 

384 

13 

10 

387 

709 

3i 

26 

714 

Most  of  the  alterations  were  accounted  for  by  changes  of 
ownership.  Apart  from  the  purely  administrative  v/ork  of  issuing 
licences,  regular  inspections  of  dealers’  premises  are  required  and 
samples  of  milk  are  taken  for  examination  by  the  statutory  tests 
laid  down  in  the  Special  Designation  Regulations.  This  work  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  and  during  the  year 
424  visits  were  paid  to  dealers  other  than  licensed  processors.  Only 
in  a  few  isolated  cases  were  any  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
found  and  these  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  warnings. 

Producers’  Licences. 

These  continued  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  through  their  county  officers,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  figures  quoted  in  this  paragraph.  The 
total  number  of  registered  milk  producers  in  the  county  continued 
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to  fall  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  stood  at  823  compared  with  894  for 
1962,  the  total  loss  over  the  past  5  years  being  170  producers.  So 
far  it  has  been  possible  to  regard  with  equanimity  this  reduction 
in  numbers,  because  it  represented  increased  efficiency  in  that  more 
milk  was  being  produced  by  fewer  herds.  It  would  now  appear, 
however,  that  milk  gallonage  is  beginning  to  suffer  and,  moreover, 
1962  saw  for  the  first  time  a  significant  drop  in  the  numbers  of 
T.T.  producers’  licences  in  force  —  736  as  against  761  the  previous 
year  —  which  shows  that  not  all  those  farmers  quitting  milk 
production  are  the  small  non-designated  producers  who  can  best 
be  spared.  All  dairy  herds  are,  of  course,  now  attested. 

Milk  Sampling  —  Statutory. 

During  the  year  the  policy  was  continued  of  organising  routine 
sampling  so  as  to  relate  the  frequency  of  sampling  to  the  volume  of 
business  carried  on  by  the  various  dealers,  to  avoid  as  far  as 
possible  duplication,  but  at  the  same  time  to  spread  the  work  over 
the  areas  of  the  various  County  districts.  Each  local  authority  is 
furnished  with  a  monthly  report  of  all  samples  taken  within  its 
area.  Greater  supervision  is  obviously  necessary  in  the  case  of  raw 
T.T.  milk.  On  the  other  hand,  since  the  statutory  test  for  sterilised 
milk  is  only  intended  to  indicate  efficiency  of  heat  treatment,  and 
since  milk  which  complies  with  the  test  at  the  time  of  production 
will  not  subsequent!}/  fail,  there  is  little  point  in  extensive  sampling 
from  dealers’  shops. 

While  engaged  on  sampling  from  dealers  the  opportunity  has 
been  taken  where  possible  of  including  a  limited  number  of  samples 
from  producer-retailers  on  their  rounds,  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  biological  investigation,  but  such  samples  have  also  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  clot-on-boiling  test,  and  any  failures  obtained  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Milk  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  whose 
responsibility  they  are. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  1,546, 
somewhat  more  than  in  1962,  and  the  number  of  failures  was  also 
slightly  higher,  particularly  this  year  in  respect  of  pasteurised 
milk.  Further  reference  is  made  later  to  the  phosphatase  test 
failures  which  are  usually  prima  facie  evidence  of  inefficient  heat 
treatment. 
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Passed. 

Failed. 

Void. 

Total. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Clot-on-Boiling  Test — 
Producers’  Samples 

87 

3 

90 

Methylene  Blue  Test — 

Dealers’  Samples 

138 

10 

— • 

148 

Pasteurised  and  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  ( Pasteur¬ 
ised  Milk) 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

610 

15 

625 

Phosphatase  Test 

621 

4 

— 

625 

Sterilised  Milk 

Turbidity  Test  .  . 

58 

58 

T5i4 

32 

— 

1.546 

Milk  Sampling  —  Biological. 

Details  of  samples  submitted  for  biological  testing  for  tuberc¬ 
ulosis  and  brucella  abortus  infection  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Samples. 

From  T.T.  Bottling  Dealers  . .  .  .  20 

From  other  T.T.  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  50 

School  Supplies  (Producer-Retailers)  . .  39 

From  Other  Producer-Retailers  .  .  .  .  27 

Hospital  Farms  (On  behalf  of  the  Ministry 

of  Health)  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 

144 


There  was  once  again  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  in  any  of 
these  samples. 

With  regard  to  brucellosis,  the  picture  is  less  satisfactory,  and 
in  all,  7  herds  had  to  be  investigated  for  brucella  infection  during 
the  year,  6  as  a  result  of  positive  routine  samples  and  one  following 
a  hospital  report  of  a  case  of  undulant  fever  found  to  have  been 
supplied  with  raw  T.T.  milk.  In  this  instance  the  only  evidence  of 
infection  to  be  obtained  was  somewhat  inconclusive  and  pointed 
to  a  single  cow  which  the  farmer  voluntarily  sold  for  slaughter,  so 
avoiding  the  necessity  for  formal  action  by  the  district  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Of  the  other  cases,  2  were  similarly  concluded  by 
the  voluntary  removal  of  cows  found  to  be  infected.  The  remainder 
were  still  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  the  milk 
from  certain  cows  being  sent  for  pasteurisation  by  arrangement. 
In  no  case  was  an  order  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and 
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Dairies  (General)  Regulations  necessary,  all  the  producers  being 
quite  co-operative,  but  it  is  disquieting  to  note  that  2  out  of  the 
total  of  7  were  in  fact  herds  which  had  been  the  subject  of  similar 
action  in  previous  years  and  which  had  been  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  cleared  up  after  the  earlier  occurrence.  Two  further  cases 
of  undulant  fever  later  came  to  light  in  a  local  hospital  and  were 
found  to  have  been  drinking  milk  from  one  of  the  dairy  farms  which 
had  subsequently  come  under  supervision  as  a  result  of  positive 
routine  samples. 

Since  both  county  district  councils  and  the  county  authority 
are  implicated  in  these  cases  by  virtue  of  their  powers  and  duties 
under  the  Milk  Regulations  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  it  is 
pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  there  is  excellent  co-operation 
between  both  sides  in  these  investigations  which  are  frequently 
protracted  and  difficult. 

Following  the  report  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  on  Antibiotics  in  Milk,  arrangements  were  made 
towards  the  end  of  the  summer  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
to  undertake  testing  by  the  T.T.C.  method  for  the  detection  of 
penicillin  and  other  antibiotics,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  43 
samples  were  submitted  from  raw  milk  supplies,  either  from  prod¬ 
ucer-retailers  or  from  other  farm-bottled  sources.  In  no  case  was 
the  presence  of  an  antibiotic  reported. 


Pasteurising  Plants. 

The  number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants  in  the  County 
remained  at  6,  with  daily  throughputs  varying  from  1,000  to 
9,300  gallons.  All  the  plants  are  of  modern  design  and  operate  on 
the  H.T.S.T.  system,  the  total  quantity  of  milk  treated  being 
about  27,000  gallons  per  day.  Until  30th  September  about  25% 
of  this  was  sold  as  “  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)”. 

During  the  year  2  of  the  firms  concerned  laid  down  plant  for 
the  production  of  homogenised  milk,  but  in  one  case  the  experi¬ 
ment  was  short-lived.  The  second  dairy  has  succeeded  in  establish¬ 
ing  a  modest  but  steady  demand  for  the  product.  Homogenisation 
prevents  separation  of  the  cream,  but  it  is  a  process  which  requires 
to  be  carried  out  with  care  if  subsequent  spoilage  is  to  be  avoided. 
Fifteen  samples  of  this  milk  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
first  mentioned  firm  have  instead  since  developed  a  trade  for 
pasteurised  Channel  Islands  milk  and  this  is  to  be  welcomed.  Up 
to  now  the  only  milk  of  this  high  fat  standard  available  in  the 
county  has  been  untreated,  with  all  the  risks  that  are  thereby 
entailed. 

The  dairies  concerned  were  regularly  inspected  by  the  County 
Health  Inspector  and  samples  of  treated  milk  were  taken.  Washed 
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bottles  were  also  taken  from  time  to  time  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  167 

Number  of  samples  taken  at  dairies  . .  215 

Of  the  samples  taken  there  were  2  failures  each  of  the  Methy¬ 
lene  Blue  keeping  quality  test  and  of  the  Phosphatase  test  for  the 
efficiency  of  heat  treatment.  These  occurred  sporadically  at  one 
particular  dairy,  and  when  additional  evidence  came  to  light  of 
further  phosphatase  failures  in  milk  from  the  same  source,  but 
taken  from  dealers,  it  became  obvious  that  some  failure  had  devel¬ 
oped  on  the  plant.  The  management  were  themselves  most  con¬ 
cerned  and  the  plant  manufacturers  were  called  in,  but  it  was 
some  little  time  before  the  trouble  could  finally  be  diagnosed  as 
an  almost  invisible  hair-crack  in  one  of  the  heat-exchanger  plates, 
allowing  intermittent  admixture  of  untreated  and  pasteurised 
milk,  but  only  under  certain  conditions  of  temperature  and  pres¬ 
sure  in  the  apparatus.  This  rectified,  the  failures  ceased  at  once. 
The  other  pasteurising  plants  were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  such  minor  defects  as  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
dairy  managers  being  dealt  with  at  once.  Of  106  washed  bottles 
examined  from  the  plants,  only  2  failed  to  reach  the  standard  of 
bacteriological  cleanliness  recommended  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  As  usual,  a  few  isolated  cases  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  department  of  milk  delivered  in  a  dirty  bottle, 
mostly  referred  by  district  council  officers,  by  whom  the  original 
customers’  complaints  had  been  received.  In  no  case  were  the 
circumstances  such  as  to  be  thought  to  warrant  a  prosecution,  but 
one  firm  in  particular  received  a  very  strong  warning.  If  the  mis¬ 
use  of  milk  bottles  by  the  general  public  could  be  stopped,  this 
sort  of  unpleasantness  would  be  less  likely  to  occur.  One  dairy 
installed  a  new  type  of  cartoning  machine  which  forms  and  waxes 
the  carton  ready  for  filling,  mainly  for  shop  trade  where  bottle 
losses  are  heavy. 

Attention  continued  to  be  given  to  the  condition  of  churns 
used  by  the  pasteurising  dairies  for  farm  milk  collection,  and  these 
were  generally  satisfactory.  One  of  the  dairies  now  receives  a 
proportion  of  its  farm  milk  by  bulk  collection  tanker,  a  system  al¬ 
ready  established  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  which  reduces 
considerably  the  amount  of  handling. 

Another  dairy  installed  a  new  churn  washer  during  the 
year  in  conjunction  with  a  semi-automatic  milk  reception  plant. 

Sterilising  Plants. 

The  two  plants  licensed  for  milk  sterilisation  continued  in 
operation  during  the  year  and  gave  satisfactory  results.  One  of 
these  consists  of  the  conventional  oven  batch  treatment,  the  other 
being  an  ultra  high  temperature  plant  working  in  conjunction  with 
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a  continuous  in-bottle  steriliser.  Fifty  seven  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  premises  and  55  samples  taken  at  the  dairies  all 
satisfied  the  turbidity  test.  In  view  of  the  limited  value  of  this 
statutory  test,  occasional  samples  were  also  submitted  for  plate 
count  and  all  showed  that  a  good  standard  was  being  maintained. 

Specified  Area. 

The  County  Council  as  food  and  drugs  authority  are  respons¬ 
ible  for  enforcement  of  the  specified  area  scheme,  which  forbids 
the  sale  of  milk  otherwise  than  under  one  of  the  special  designations, 
i.e.  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”,  “  Pasteurised  ”  or  "  Sterilised."  No 
serious  irregularities  were  discovered  during  the  year,  and  minor 
technical  offences  in  respect  of  bottle  caps  or  cartons  were  satis¬ 
factorily  dealt  with. 

Exception  is  made  as  a  last  resort  for  the  issue  by  the  Ministry 
of  a  “  consent  ”  to  a  retailer  to  dispense  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Order  where  there  is  no  possibility  either  of  the  immediate 
grant  of  a  T.T.  licence  or  an  alternative  supply  of  milk,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  5  such  “  consents  "  were  in  operation.  One 
of  these  lapsed  during  the  year.  The  amount  of  milk  covered  by 
these  “  consents  "  was  in  most  cases  extremely  small. 

One  effect  of  the  scheduling  of  Northumberland  as  a  specified 
area,  which  was  completed  in  i960,  was  undoubtedly  the  taking  of 
pasteurised  milk  into  many  rural  areas  where  it  had  been  previously 
unobtainable.  It  is  therefore  a  little  disquieting  to  note  one  “  side- 
effect  "  which  has  already  become  apparent  of  the  change  under 
the  Special  Designation  Regulations.  Many  producer-retailers  with 
small  milk  rounds  but  without  a  designated  herd  solved  their 
problem  when  the  scheme  became  operative  by  sending  all  their 
milk  for  heat-treatment  and  receiving  in  exchange  a  supply  of 
bottled  T.T.  Pasteurised  milk.  With  the  ending  of  the  premium 
price  on  this  grade  —  all  pasteurised  milk  now  being  of  one  desig¬ 
nation  —  some  of  these  farmers  have  been  attracted  back  into  the 
producer-retailer  category,  and,  their  herds  being  now  attested  in 
any  case,  have  applied  for  a  farm-bottling  T.T.  licence  and  recom¬ 
menced  the  sale  of  raw  milk.  That  this  is  an  undesirable  develop¬ 
ment  is  underlined  by  the  fact  that  one  such  retailer  in  the  county, 
within  a  few  weeks  of  reverting  to  farm-bottled  milk,  produced  a 
positive  brucella  sample. 


Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

There  was  little  change  to  report  in  the  arrangements  for  supply 
of  school  milk  during  the  year,  as  the  contracts  which  are  normally 
placed  for  a  3-year  period  were  renewed  in  1962. 

The  following  details  show  the  position  as  at  31st  December, 
1963. 


Grade  of  Milk. 
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No.  of 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Schools 

of  Schools 

of  Pupils 

Pasteurised 

336 

89.1 

98.00 

Tuberculin  Tested 

34 

9.0 

1.86 

No  Fresh  Milk  .  . 

7 

1.9 

0.14 

377  ioo. o  ioo.oo 


For  those  rural  schools  for  which  no  tenders  are  ever  received 
the  supply  is  maintained  by  arrangement  with  an  approved  local 
retailer  or  T.T.  producer,  and  in  some  cases  the  requirement  as 
to  suppfy  in  Ird  pint  bottles  has  to  be  waived  in  order  to  obtain  milk 
at  all.  Even  so,  there  remained  during  the  year  7  schools  for  which 
no  supply  of  fresh  milk  could  be  obtained.  These  made  use  of 
either  reconstituted  dried  milk  or  flavoured  milk  tablets.  All 
sources  of  supply  were  subject  to  prior  approval  by  the  department 
and  regular  samples  from  all  sources  were  taken  for  examination, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  those  schools  receiving  raw  milk, 
in  which  cases  routine  biological  testing  for  both  tubercle  and 
brucella  infection  was  also  carried  out.  The  accompanying  Table 
shows  the  results  obtained  during  1963. 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Passed. 

4 

Failed. 

Total. 

4 

Clot-on-Boiling  Test 

43 

1 

44 

Pasteurised 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

133 

4 

142 

Phosphatase  Test  .  . 

142 

— 

142 

No  samples  were  reported  positive  to  biological  test.  The 
number  of  children  availing  themselves  of  the  service  under  the 
scheme  on  a  selected  day  in  October  was  87.5%,  representing  a 
slight  increase  over  last  year’s  figure. 

ICE  CREAM 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  by  district 
councils  for  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
during  the  year  was  251,  even  less  than  the  exceptional  low  figure 
for  1962.  Details  will  be  found  in  Table  29.  The  figures  show  that  a 
very  satisfactory  standard  was  being  maintained.  For  the  Methylene 
Blue  Grading  Test  the  Ministry  suggest  that  taken  over  a  period, 
50%  should  reach  Grade  I  and  80%  Grades  I  and  II  combined. 
The  actual  figures  for  the  county  for  1963  were  85%  and  90% 
respectively.  The  most  unsatisfactory  samples,  those  in  Grade  IV 
represented  only  6.0%  of  the  total.  Twelve  districts  submitted  no 
samples  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

(Mr.  C.  L.  Arlidge). 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963,  the  County 
Sampling  Officers  procured  a  total  of  3,226  samples  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the  Preservative  Regul¬ 
ations  and  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order. 

The  following  articles  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory  : — 


Article. 

Casserole  Beef 
Steak 

Creamed  Sago 
Milk  Pudding  .  . 

Chicken  Fillets 


Chopped  Pork 

Pork  Sausages 

Stewed  Steak  in 
in  Gravy 

Chopped  Ham 


Skinless  Boned 
Chicken  .  . 


Minced  Pork 


Beef  and  Onion 
Steakettes 


Spring  Chicken  in 
Natural  Juice  .  . 


68%  of  meat  .  . 

Description  inappropriate 
the  product  contained 
of  cereal. 

Contained  preservative .  . 


Action  taken. 

Retailer  warned  about 
keeping  old  stock. 

The  manufacturers 
have  amended  the 
label. 

Foreign  canners  have 
agreed  to  amend  des¬ 
cription  to  “  Chicken 
Fillets  in  Jelly.” 

Description  to  be  am¬ 
ended  to  Luncheon 
Meat. 

Vendors  cautioned. 

Canners  warned  to 
exercise  more  care 
during  preparation  of 
the  meat. 

Canners  instructed  to 
change  the  descrip¬ 
tion  or  increase  the 
meat  content. 

Description  to  be  am¬ 
ended  to  “  Skinless 
Boned  Chicken  in 
jelly.” 

Canners  instructed  to 
amend  the  descrip¬ 
tion  or  increase  the 
meat  content. 

The  declaration  of  the 
presence  of  preserv¬ 
ative  was  printed  on 
the  inside  of  the  pack¬ 
et.  New  packets  have 
now  been  designed. 

The  statement  “  in 
natural  juice  ”  is  in¬ 
correct  as  it  implies 
there  is  no  added 
water.  Description  to 
be  amended. 

Vendor  cautioned. 


Total  weight  of  Chicken  Meat 
63%,  Water,  Gelatine  37%. . 


Analyst’s  Report. 

Contained  only  50%  of  meat 
instead  of  the  recommended 
amount  of  75%. 

Ingredients  listed  in  the  wrong 
order 

Description  inadequate  for  a 
product  containing  only  85% 
of  Chicken  Meat 

Description  inadequate  for  a 
product  containing  cereal  .  . 

Deficient  in  meat  content  to 
the  extent  of  8%. 

Contained  a  piece  of  inedible 
tissue  weighing  8.6  grams  .  . 


Description  inappropriate  as 
the  product  contained  only 
85%  of  meat 

Description  inappropriate  as 
the  product  contained  only 


as 

10% 


Pork  Sausages  . .  8%  deficient  in  meat  . . 


Article. 

Smoked  Ham 
and  Beef 

Bronchial  Cough 
Mixture 

Onam  containing 
Ham  and  Tongue 


Jersey  Milk 


Pork  Sausages 

Dried  Apricots 

Mincemeat.  . 


Crushed  Pineapple 
in  Natural  Juice 

Braised  Kidneys  .  . 
Pie-sliced  Apples  .  . 


Orange  Marmalade 
with  Cointreau 
Liqueur 

Blackcurrant  Drink 
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Analyst's  Report. 

Description  inappropriate  for  a 
product  containing  only  88% 
of  meat 


A  proprietary  medicine,  requir¬ 
ing  but  not  bearing  the  name 
and  address  of  the  seller 


Meat  content  64% 


5%  deficient  in  fat 


Contained  an  undeclared  pres¬ 
ervative 


Contained  small  pieces  of  stone 
and  grit 


Deficient  in  Soluble  Solids  (i.e. 
Sugar)  to  the  extent  of  5.4% 


Contained  30%  of  extraneous 
water 

9.3%  below  meat  content  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Food  Stand¬ 
ards  Committee 

Contained  60%  of  Apple  and 
40%  of  water.  . 


The  Proof  Spirit  content  does 
not  justify  the  claim  that 
Cointreau  Liqueur  is  present 


A  mixture  of  fruit  juice,  sugar 
and  water.  The  actual  juices 
not  being  specified 


Action  taken. 

Article  no  longer  in 
production.  Remain¬ 
ing  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  return¬ 
ed  to  manufacturers. 
Consignments  for  dis¬ 
patch  to  branch  shops 
will  in  future  be 
checked  by  Chief 
Chemist. 

The  -word  “  contain¬ 
ing  ”  is  in  very  small, 
letters  and  not  easily 
readable.  Danish  Can- 
ners  have  agreed  to 
amend  the  description 
to  Ham  and  Tongue 
Luncheon  Meat. 

A  second  sample  was 
well  above  standard. 
Producer  was  advised 
to  bulk  the  milk  of 
his  herd  before  bottl¬ 
ing  commenced. 
Manufacturers  caution¬ 
ed  to  supply  requisite 
notices  of  the  presence 
of  the  preservative. 
Source  of  supply  un¬ 
known.  Wholesalers 
advised  to  examine 
imports. 

As  the  fruit  content 
was  above  the  stand¬ 
ard  the  deficiency  in 
sugar  would  appear 
to  be  due  to  insuffici¬ 
ent  mixing. 

Canning  process  being 
revised. 

Canners  instructed  to 
increase  the  meat  con¬ 
tent. 

Scottish  Importers  out¬ 
side  the  scope  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Canadian  canners  not¬ 
ified  as  to  findings. 

The  description  is  to  be 
amended  to  “Orange 
Marmalade  flavoured 
with  Cointreau  Liqu¬ 
eur.’’ 

Details  forwarded  to 
Kent  County  Council 
for  action  to  be  taken 
at  source. 


Article. 
Beef  Sausages 


Potted  Meat 


Beef  Suet  .  . 


Peeled  Shrimps 
in  brine  .  . 

Ice  Cream  .  . 

Canned  Stewed 
Steak 

Cumberland 
Rum  Butter 

Pork  in  Natural 
Juice 

Beef  Sausages 


Chopped  Pork 
with  Ham 


Lindisfarne 

Liqueur  Honey .  . 


Crude  Sugar  Cane 
Molasses .  . 

Mixed  Grill 
in  Gravy 
Lemon  Curd 

Minced  Pork 
and  Beef 


Meat  ‘  N  ’  Egg 


Peeled  Shrimps 


Analyst’s  Report. 

Contained  an  undeclared  preser¬ 
vative 

17.5%  below  the  meat  content 
recommended  by  the  Food 
Standards  Committee 

Contained  an  excess  of  free 
fatty  acid  and  responded  to 
tests  for  rancidity. 

Contained  58  p.p.m.  of  formalde¬ 
hyde 

16%  deficient  in  fat 

Contents  alleged  to  contain  75% 
of  lean  beef.  Analyst  reports 
only  69%. 

Contained  only  0.6%  of  Rum 
instead  of  normal  concentrat¬ 
ion  of  2%.  .  .  .  .  • 

Contained  14%  of  extraneous 
water 

Contained  450  p.p.m.  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide,  the  presence  of  which 
was  not  declared. 

The  description  is  not  correct 
for  a  product  which  contains 
only  89%  of  meat 

This  product  contains  only  0.2% 
of  Proof  Spirit 


Contained  35  p.p.m.  of  copper.  . 


Ingredients  listed  in  incorrect 
order 

4%  deficient  in  soluble  solids.  . 
8.4%  deficient  in  meat  content 


6.2%  deficient  in  meat  content 


Contained  85  p.p.m.  of  form¬ 
aldehyde. 


Action  Taken. 

Vendors  cautioned  to 
exhibit  preservative 
notices. 

Manufacturers  to  in¬ 
increase  the  meat  con¬ 
tent. 

Remaining  stocks  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 

Investigations  failed  to 
reveal  source  of  pres- 
servative. 

Manufacturers  fined 
£5  Os.  Od. 

Manufacturers  agreed 
to  amend  recipe. 

A  different  method  of 
manufacture  and  pack¬ 
ing  to  be  adopted. 

Remaining  stocks  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 

Manufacturers  cauti¬ 
oned. 

No  further  supplies  will 
be  imported  until  the 
description  has  been 
amended. 

Manufacturers  advised 
to  amend  the  descrip¬ 
tion  to  Lindisfarne 
Liqueur  flavoured 
Honey. 

Produced  in  Australia. 
Further  imports  stop¬ 
ped. 

Manufacturers  instruc- 
ed  to  amend  the  label. 
Manufacturer  to  amend 
recipe. 

Product  imported  be¬ 
fore  Food  Standards 
Committee  report  on 
meat  content  of  meat 
products. 

Product  imported  be¬ 
fore  Food  Standards 
Committee  report  on 
meat  content  of  meat 
products. 

Investigations  failed  to 
reveal  sources  of  pre¬ 
servative. 
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Article. 

Analyst's  Report. 

Action  taken. 

Pork  Sausages 

Contained  an  undeclared  pre¬ 
servative 

Manufacturers  cauti¬ 
oned. 

Lemonade  .  . 

Devoid  of  sugar  or  saccharin  and 
had  the  characteristics  of  soda- 
water 

Investigations  showed 
that  flavouring  syrup 
had  been  omitted  ac¬ 
cidentally. 

Chicken  Capri 

Deficient  in  meat  content 

Manufacturers  agreed 
to  amend  label. 

Chicken  Fillets 

Contained  only  86%  of  meat  .  . 

Description  to  be  am¬ 
ended  to  Chicken  Fil¬ 
lets  in  Jelly. 

Sausage  Meat 

Contained  undeclared  preserv¬ 
ative  .  . 

Manufacturers  cauti¬ 
oned. 

In  only 

one  instance  was  the  irregularity  considered  to  be 

sufficiently  serious  as  to  warrant  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 
It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  samples  of  milk  were 
found  to  contain  added  water.  Regular  sampling  of  milk  at  all  stages 
of  distribution,  coupled  with  the  close  liaison  maintained  with  the 
processing  units  in  the  County,  appears  to  act  as  a  great  deterrent 
to  those  who  might  be  tempted  to  make  good  temporary  reductions 
in  the  amount  of  milk  produced  at  certain  periods  of  the  year. 

Canned  Meat  Products. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  fewer  than  30  of  the  unsatisfactory 
reports  related  to  meat  products.  The  Public  Analyst  based  his 
reports  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee. 
For  some  time  it  has  been  apparent  that  many  canned  meat 
products  are  made  to  sell  at  a  certain  price  and  that  this  price 
decided  the  meat  content  of  the  product,  the  actual  description 
being  no  guide  to  the  customer  as  to  the  quantity  of  meat  in  the 
article. 

The  publication  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health,  of  proposals  for  regulations  for 
canned  meat  and  meat  pies,  will  be  welcomed  by  all  enforcing 
Authorities.  These  proposals  follow,  in  the  main,  the  recommend¬ 
ations  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee’s  report  and  propose 
certain  compositional  and  labelling  requirements. 

Pesticide  Residues  in  Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

The  publication  of  the  late  Rachel  Carson’s  “  Silent  Spring  ” 
added  point  to  the  many  warnings,  not  always  authoritative  or 
well  informed,  of  the  dangers  inherent  in  the  use  of  poisonous 
chemicals  as  insecticides  in  agriculture  and  horticulture.  Fortun¬ 
ately  in  this  country  we  have  not  been  exposed  to  mass  spraying 
from  the  air  of  vast  tracts  of  land  with  insecticides  that  kill  indis¬ 
criminately  both  enemy  and  friend  alike.  It  is  indisputable,  how¬ 
ever,  that  even  here  enormous  damage  has  been  caused  to  beneficial 
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as  well  as  harmful  forms  of  wild  life  by  the  use  of  sprays  and 
dressings  during  the  past  few  years.  Although,  perhaps,  birds  have 
been  the  greatest  sufferers,  beekeepers  are  known  to  have  sustained 
great  losses  of  stock  from  the  spraying  of  fruit,  flowers  and  veget¬ 
ables  and  many  instances  are  known  of  damage  to  fisheries  from 
the  uncontrolled  use  of  sheep  dips  and  weed  killers. 

For  the  last  two  years,  routine  samples  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  have  included  fruits  and  vegetables.  As  no  indic¬ 
ation  of  chemical  residues  was  found  in  any  of  the  samples,  it 
would  appear  that  there  are  grounds  for  concluding  either  that 
spraying  of  fruit  and  vegetables  is  less  widespread  than  is  com¬ 
monly  supposed  or  that  adequate  precautions  are  being  taken  by 
commercial  growers  to  prevent  dangerous  residual  contamination 
occurring  at  the  time  the  crops  are  marketed. 
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Table  i. 

Administrative  County  of  Northumberland. 
Population — Year  1963. 


Boroughs  : 

Berwick-upon-Tweed 

Blyth 

Morpeth 

Wallsend 

Whitley  Bay 


12,080 

•  3C440 
13,480 
49,600 

•  37T70 

- -  14  8,770 


Urban  Districts  : 

Alnwick 

Amble 

Ashington 

Bedlingtonshire 

Gosforth 

Hexham 

Longbenton 

Newbiggin  -by  -the  -Sea 

Newburn 

Prudhoe 

Seaton  Valley 


7,610 

4,960 

26,920 

30,640 

26,800 

9,680 

•  ■  47-930 

10,010 

30,100 

10,330 

•  •  25,930 

- —  230,910 


Rural  Districts  : 

Adnwick  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12,270 

Belford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,780 

Bellingham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,300 

Castle  Ward  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28,220 

Glendale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,870 

Haltwhistle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,840 

Hexham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20,260 

Morpeth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17,570 

Norham  and  Islandshires  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,090 

Rothbury  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,320 

- 111,520 


Totals 


491,200 
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Table  2. 

Population — Distribution  for  Purposes  of 
Area  Administration. 


Area. 

Population. 

North  No.  1 

27,820 

North  No.  2 

30,160 

Central 

67,980 

East .  . 

67,080 

South 

98,055 

South-East.  . 

111,030 

West 

39,475 

Wallsend 

49,600 

Total 

491,200 

Table  3. 

Vital  and  Mortality  Statistics. 


Year. 

Birth 
rate  per 
1,000 
living. 

General 
death  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Infant 
mortality 
rate  per 
1,000 

live  births. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 
per  1,000 
living. 

Death  Rate 
from  Cancer 
(excluding 
Leukaemia 
Aleukaemia) 
per  1,000 
living. 

1940 

15.OO 

12.44 

59.OO 

0-55 

1.58 

1941 

15-07 

12.84 

74.OO 

O.51 

1. 61 

1942 

16.39 

H-59 

54.OO 

0-39 

i-59 

1943 

17.61 

12.50 

56.OO 

O.51 

1.72 

1944 

19.87 

12.16 

48.OO 

0.50 

1.86 

1945 

I7-58 

12.24 

50.00 

0-47 

1.84 

1946 

19-74 

11.98 

48.OO 

0-49 

i-73 

1947 

20.66 

12.14 

43.OO 

0-44 

1.77 

1948 

18.04 

11. 13 

40.OO 

0-43 

i-74 

1949 

17-52 

11.92 

36.OO 

0-37 

1.82 

1950 

16.69 

12.24 

36.60 

0.28 

i-75 

1951 

16.46 

12.58 

32.49 

O.24 

1.82 

1952 

16.08 

11.25 

29-37 

O.17 

1.92 

1953 

16.90 

11.78 

28.46 

O.16 

1.89 

1954 

16.26 

12.23 

27.03 

O.I5 

i-95 

19  55 

16.34 

12.06 

26.75 

O.15 

1.92 

1956 

16.51 

11.87 

25.80 

O.II 

1.90 

1957 

16.68 

11.49 

23-51 

0.06 

1.87 

1958 

17.08 

12.05 

24.03 

0.06 

2.03 

1959 

17.23 

11.56 

23-58 

O.O4 

1.90 

i960 

16.66 

11.80 

20.28 

0.05 

i-95 

1961 

16.75 

11.97 

19-75 

0.06 

1-93 

1962 

17.20 

12.23 

23.28 

O.O5 

2.08 

1963 

I7-I3 

12.52 

20.79 

O.05 

1.99 
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Table  4. 

General  Statistics. 


NUMBERS 

RATES 

Boro’s 

and 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total  for 
County. 

Boro’s 

and 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Total  fo 
County. 

Population 

379,680 

111,520 

491,200 

Births  (Live)  .  . 

6,638 

1,778 

8,416 

17.48 

15-94 

I7-I3 

Legitimate  .  . 

6,349 

1,721 

8,070 

16.72 

I5-43 

16.43 

Illegitimate .  . 

289 

57 

346 

0.76 

0.51 

0.70 

(per  r, 

000  Pop 

ulation) 

Births  (Still)  .  . 

121 

38 

159 

17.90 

20.93 

18.54 

Legitimate  .  . 

114 

36 

150 

17.64 

20.49 

18.25 

Illegitimate.. 

7 

2 

9 

23-65 

33-90 

25-35 

(per  1, 

000  Regi 

stered 

Births) 

Births  (Live  and  Still) 

6,759 

1,816 

8/575 

17.80 

16.28 

17.46 

Legitimate  .  . 

6,463 

L757 

8,220 

17.02 

I5-76 

16.73 

Illegitimate.  . 

296 

59 

355 

0.78 

o-53 

0.72 

(per  1, 

000  pop 

ulation) 

Deaths  (Total) 

4-5I9 

1,631 

6,150 

11.90 

14-63 

12.52 

(per  1, 

000  pop 

ulation) 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  i  year  of  Age 

134 

4i 

175 

20.19 

23.06 

20.79 

Legitimate  .  . 

126 

39 

165 

19.85 

22.66 

20.45 

Illegitimate .  . 

8 

2 

10 

27.68 

3509 

28.90 

(per  1, 

000  Live 

Births) 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  4  weeks  of  Age 

90 

3i 

121 

1356 

17-44 

I4-38 

Legitimate  .  . 

88 

29 

117 

13.86 

16.85 

14-50 

Illegitimate.  . 

2 

2 

4 

6.92 

35-09 

11.56 

(per  1, 

000  Live 

Births) 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  1  week  of  Age 

80 

27 

107 

12.05 

15 -19 

12.71 

Legitimate  .  . 

78 

26 

104 

12.29 

15. 11 

12.89 

Illegitimate.  . 

2 

1 

3 

6.92 

17-54 

8.67 

(per  1, 

000  Live 

Births) 

Maternal  Deaths 

— • 

2 

2 

— 

1. 10 

0.23 

(per  1, 

000  Birt 

hs,  Live 

and  Still) 

Births 

Deaths 

Comparability  Factors 
(Administrative  County) 

1. 01 

1 .08 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

after  adjustment 

17-30 

I3-52 

Table  5. 


Births  (Live  and  Still). 


County 

Districts. 

Live. 

Still. 

Total 

Tn.-4-V.t-. 

Le 

;g- 

Illeg. 

r— — 1 

Le 

cr 

O’ 

Illeg. 

75 

-Dll  LllS - * 

Live 

and 

Still. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

H 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

H 

Boroughs  : 

Berwick 

139 

1 1 2 

5 

14 

270 

3 

I 

4 

274 

Blyth . 

309 

3l6 

16 

19 

660 

3 

7 

• — - 

— 

10 

670 

Morpeth 

126 

106 

2 

3 

237 

2 

1 

• — 

— 

3 

240 

Wallsend 

399 

45i 

19 

22 

891 

1 1 

3 

• — - 

■ - - 

14 

905 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

312 

299 

20 

17 

648 

4 

6 

I 

• — - 

11 

659 

lUrban  Districts  : 

Alnwick 

60 

54 

5 

4 

123 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

125 

Amble .  . 

59 

40 

1 

1 

101 

2 

1 

■ — 

— 

3 

104 

Ashington 

227 

218 

5 

4 

454 

8 

4 

2 

- — - 

14 

468 

Bedlingtonshire 

283 

241 

1 1 

13 

548 

7 

6 

■ — ■ 

I 

14 

562 

Gosforth 

226 

185 

10 

14 

435 

4 

4 

I 

• - 

9 

444 

Hexham 

60 

60 

2 

5 

127 

3 

1 

— - 

1 

5 

132 

Longbenton  .  . 

394 

403 

13 

12 

822 

4 

5 

— 

I 

10 

832 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 

78 

67 

2 

9 

i56 

1 

1 

- — 

■ - 

2 

158 

Newburn 

284 

285 

4 

14 

587 

5 

4 

■ — 

- - 

9 

596 

Prudhoe 

85 

81 

8 

1 

175 

1 

— 

— - 

- - 

1 

176 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

204 

186 

7 

7 

404 

6 

4 

— ■ 

- - 

10 

414 

IRural  Districts  : 

Alnwick 

105 

104 

3 

8 

220 

6 

1 

- — 

— 

7 

227 

Belford 

46 

21 

— 

1 

68 

3 

— 

■ — • 

I 

4 

72 

Bellingham 

47 

34 

1 

2 

84 

2 

— 

- — - 

- - 

2 

86 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

235 

226 

6 

7 

474 

4 

3 

— 

- - - 

7 

481 

Glendale 

43 

4i 

— 

2 

86 

3 

■ — ■ 

• — • 

— 

3 

89 

Haltwhistle 

61 

37 

— 

3 

101 

1 

- — • 

— ■ 

— 

1 

102 

Hexham 

148 

171 

6 

10 

335 

2 

3 

- - 

- - 

5 

340 

Morpeth 

149 

131 

3 

2 

285 

4 

3 

— 

I 

8 

293 

Norham  and 
Islandshires 

18 

24 

1 

43 

1 

1 

44 

Rothbury 

43 

37 

1 

1 

82 

— 

• — - 

— 

• - 

— 

82 

Totals 

4140 

393° 

151 

195 

8416 

9i 

59 

4 

5 

159 

8575 

84 


Table  6. 
Infant  Deaths. 


First 

Year. 

First  Month. 

First 

Week. 

County 

Districts. 

Live 

Births. 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

Infant 
Mortal¬ 
ity  Rate 
per  1000 
live 
births. 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

4  weeks 
of  age. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1 000 
live 
births. 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

1  week 
of  age. 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

live 

births. 

Boroughs  : 
Berwick 

270 

4 

14.81 

3 

11. 11 

3 

11. 11 

Blyth  . . 

660 

1 1 

16.67 

9 

I364 

9 

1364 

Morpeth 

237 

5 

21.10 

4 

16.88 

4 

16.88 

Wallsend 

891 

24 

26.94 

15 

16.84 

12 

13-47 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

648 

10 

1543 

8 

12.35 

6 

9.26 

Urban 

Districts  : 
Alnwick 

123 

Amble  .  . 

101 

2 

19.80 

1 

9.90 

- — - 

— 

Ashington 

454 

•“I 

/ 

L5-42 

6 

13.22 

5 

1 1. 01 

Bedlingtonshire 

548 

18 

32.85 

9 

16.42 

8 

14.60 

Gosforth 

435 

6 

13-79 

1 

2.30 

1 

2.30 

Hexham 

127 

3 

23.62 

3 

23.62 

3 

23.62 

Longbenton  .  . 

822 

12 

14.60 

8 

9-73 

8 

9-73 

Newbiggin-by- 

the-Sea 

156 

5 

32.05 

4 

25.64 

4 

2564 

Newburn 

587 

14 

2385 

8 

1363 

8 

1363 

Prudhoe 

175 

5 

28.57 

5 

28.57 

5 

28.57 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

404 

8 

19.80 

6 

14.85 

4 

990 

Rural  Districts  : 
Alnwick 

220 

3 

i3-64 

3 

1364 

3 

1364 

Belford 

68 

1 

14.71 

1 

14.71 

1 

14.71 

Bellingham 

84 

3 

35-71 

— 

— 

— 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

474 

12 

2532 

9 

18.99 

7 

14-77 

Glendale 

86 

3 

34.88 

2 

23.26 

2 

23.26 

Haltwhistle 

101 

4 

39.60 

3 

29.70 

3 

29.70 

Hexham 

335 

5 

14-93 

4 

11.94 

3 

8.96 

Morpeth 

285 

10 

35-09 

9 

31-58 

8 

28.07 

Norham  and 
Islandshires .  . 

43 

Rothbury 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8,416 

175 

20.79 

121 

14.38 

107 

12.71 

*5 

Table  7. 

Classification  of  Deaths  (Year  1963)  According  to  Disease. 


Boroughs 
and  Urban 
Districts. 

Rural 
Distri  cts. 

Total 

County. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

"Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  .  . 

20 

— 

20 

2 

2 

4 

22 

2 

24 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Syphilitic  Disease 

4 

3 

7 

3 

• — 

3 

7 

3 

10 

Diphtheria 

— 

- — 

- — - 

• — • 

- — 

- — - 

— 

- — 

— • 

Whooping  cough 

- — 

- — 

— - 

- — 

- — 

— - 

■ — 

— 

- — ■ 

Meningococcal  Infections 

■ — 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

■ — - 

- — 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

■ — 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

- — 

- — 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

• — 

— 

Other  infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm — - 
Stomach 

64 

46 

1 10 

17 

1 1 

28 

81 

57 

138 

Lung,  Bronchus 

192 

14 

206 

35 

1 1 

46 

227 

25 

252 

Breast 

1 

59 

60 

• — 

26 

26 

1 

85 

86 

Uterus .  . 

- — 

39 

39 

- — 

9 

9 

— 

48 

48 

Other  Malignant  and 
Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

169 

165 

334 

66 

53 

119 

235 

218 

453 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

10 

9 

19 

3 

1 

4 

13 

10 

23 

Diabetes 

9 

15 

24 

3 

7 

10 

12 

22 

34 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

Nervous  System 

299 

355 

654 

134 

219 

353 

433 

574 

1007 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

556 

375 

93i 

211 

128 

339 

767 

503 

1270 

Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease 

26 

44 

70 

6 

12 

18 

32 

56 

88 

Other  Heart  Disease 

214 

344 

558 

105 

119 

224 

3I9 

463 

782 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

83 

95 

178 

38 

39 

77 

1 21 

134 

255 

Influenza .  . 

20 

13 

33 

13 

9 

22 

33 

22 

55 

Pneumonia 

123 

1 10 

233 

26 

22 

48 

149 

132 

281 

Bronchitis 

186 

74 

260 

38 

10 

48 

224 

84 

308 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  system 

26 

7 

33 

8 

5 

13 

34 

12 

46 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum 

20 

18 

38 

15 

3 

18 

35 

21 

56 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea 

5 

10 

15 

_ 

8 

8 

5 

18 

23 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

10 

10 

20 

3 

5 

8 

13 

15 

28 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

14 

— 

14 

4 

— 

4 

18 

— 

18 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
Abortion 

_ 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  .  . 

21 

19 

40 

10 

5 

15 

3i 

24 

55 

Other  defined  and  Ill  - 
Defined  Diseases 

187 

187 

374 

55 

56 

hi 

242 

243 

485 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

32 

19 

5i 

19 

2 

21 

5i 

21 

72 

All  other  accidents  .  . 

62 

65 

127 

17 

20 

37 

79 

85 

164 

Suicide 

30 

28 

58 

6 

5 

11 

36 

33 

69 

Homicide  and  Operations 
of  War 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  .  . 

2388 

2131 

4519 

839 

792 

1631 

3227 

2923 

6150 

86 


Table  8. 

Deaths  from  Cancer. 


County 

Districts 

Population 

* 

Stomach 

Lung  Bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

Other  Malignant 

and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

Leukaemia  and 

Aleukaemia 

Totals. 

Rates 

PER  1,000 
Population  i 

Excluding 

Leukaemia 

Aleukaemia 

I  Including 

Leukaemia 

Aleukaemia 

i  Excluding 
Leukaemia 

Aleukaemia 

Including 

Leukaemia  1 

Aleukaemia  | 

Boroughs — 

Berwick 

I2,o8o 

8 

6 

3 

I 

IO 

— 

28 

28 

2.32 

2-3 

Blyth  . . 

3C440 

14 

28 

6 

5 

35 

2 

88 

90 

2.41 

2-4 

Morpeth 

13,480 

5 

6 

2 

1 

20 

— 

34 

34 

2.52 

2-5 

Wallsend 

49,600 

20 

28 

7 

5 

38 

3 

98 

101 

I.98 

2.0. 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

37.17° 

9 

22 

10 

3 

36 

2 

80 

82 

2-15 

2.2 

Urban 

Districts  : 

Alnwick 

7,610 

3 

5 

— 

— 

9 

— 

17 

17 

2.23 

2.2, 

Amble  .  . 

4,960 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

7 

7 

I.4I 

I.4 

Ashington 

26,920 

3 

15 

3 

2 

22 

1 

45 

46 

I.67 

1.7 

Bedlingtonshire 

30,640 

14 

13 

4 

3 

18 

1 

52 

53 

I.70 

i-7; 

Gosforth 

26,800 

8 

13 

6 

5 

35 

- — 

67 

67 

2.50 

2-5' 

Hexham 

9,680 

3 

10 

2 

— 

13 

1 

28 

29 

2.89 

3-o< 

Longbenton  .  . 

+  7.93° 

7 

22 

5 

5 

26 

5 

65 

70 

I.36 

i-4< 

Newbiggin-by- 

the-Sea 

10,010 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

— 

1 1 

1 1 

I.IO 

1. it 

Newburn 

30,100 

8 

17 

3 

3 

27 

3 

58 

61 

1.93 

2.0; 

Prudhoe 

10,330 

2 

2 

1 

2 

9 

1 

16 

17 

i-55 

1.61 

Seaton  Valley.  . 

25.930 

4 

16 

7 

2 

26 

— 

55 

55 

2.12 

2.11 

Rural 

Districts  : 

Alnwick 

12,270 

4 

1 

2 

1 

19 

— 

27 

27 

2.20 

2.2( 

Belford 

4,780 

— 

4 

1 

1 

5 

— 

11 

1 1 

2.30 

2-3< 

Bellingham 

5,300 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

— 

8 

8 

i-5i 

i-5i 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

28,220 

11 

13 

6 

2 

28 

— 

60 

60 

2.13 

2.1  • 

Glendale 

6,870 

1 

3 

— 

1 

9 

2 

14 

16 

2.04 

2.3: 

Haltwhistle 

6,840 

1 

7 

1 

— 

7 

— 

16 

16 

2-34 

2.3^ 

Hexham 

20,260 

5 

10 

10 

— 

16 

— 

41 

4i 

2.02 

2.01 

Morpeth 

17,570 

4 

6 

5 

2 

19 

1 

36 

37 

2.05 

2.11 

Norham  and 

Islandshires 

4,090 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5 

5 

1.22 

1.21 

Rothbury 

5,320 

1 

— 

2 

7 

1 

10 

1 1 

1.88 

2.o; 

Totals  .  . 

491,200 

138 

252 

86 

48 

453 

23 

977 

1000 

1.99 

2.0^ 

87 


Table  9. 

Death  Rates  and  Deaths  from  Cancer 
(excluding  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia) 
Years  1940  to  1963. 


Year. 

Population. 

Number  of 

Deaths. 

: 

Rate  per  r,ooo 
Population. 

1940 

41 1,400 

648 

1.58 

I941 

407,120 

656 

1. 61 

1942 

398,300 

635 

1-59 

1943 

397.740 

686 

1.72 

1944 

390,320 

725 

1.86 

1945 

392,510 

725 

1.84 

1946 

412,080 

712 

i-73 

1947 

4I7>5*o 

740 

1.77 

1948 

431,850 

750 

i-74 

1949 

436,37o 

796 

1.82 

1950 

438,310 

768 

i-75 

1951 

437,600 

797 

1.82 

1952 

438,300 

843 

1.92 

1953 

440,600 

836 

1.89 

1954 

445,9oo 

871 

i-95 

1955 

453,000 

870 

1.92 

1956 

459,800 

874 

1.90 

19  57 

463,900 

866 

1.87 

1958 

470,300 

954 

2.03 

1959 

475,000 

904 

1.90 

i960 

482,480 

944 

i-95 

1961 

!  480,530 

929 

i-93 

1962 

487,170 

1,014 

2.08 

1963 

491,200 

977 

1.99 

88 

Table  io. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Statistics — Years  1940  to  1963. 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population. 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms 

All 

Forms 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms 

All 

Forms 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms 

All 

Forms 

1940 

343 

hi 

454 

226 

58 

284 

0-55 

0.14 

0.69 

1941 

346 

116 

462 

208 

5i 

259 

0.51 

0.13 

0.63 

1942 

298 

116 

414 

156 

36 

192 

o-39 

0.09 

0.48 

1943 

458 

125 

583 

202 

50 

252 

0.51 

0.13 

0.64 

1944 

506 

134 

640 

195 

43 

238 

0.50 

O.II 

0.61 

1945 

608 

127 

735 

186 

47 

233 

0  47 

0.12 

0-59 

1946 

454 

I16 

570 

200 

42 

242 

0.49 

0.10 

o.59 

1947 

439 

125 

564 

186 

39 

225 

0.44 

0.09 

o-53 

1948 

442 

137 

579 

187 

32 

219 

0.43 

0.07 

0.50 

1949 

506 

104 

610 

160 

26 

186 

0-37 

0.06 

o-43 

1950 

519 

116 

635 

124 

26 

150 

0.28 

0.06 

o-34 

1951 

523 

87 

610 

105 

18 

123 

0.24 

0.04 

0.28 

1952 

519 

9i 

610 

77 

15 

92 

0.17 

0.04 

0.21 

1953 

480 

hi 

591 

7i 

12 

83 

0.16 

0.03 

0.19 

1954 

556 

IOI 

657 

66 

7 

73 

0.15 

0.01 

0.16 

1955 

564 

79 

643 

67 

8 

75 

0.15 

0.02 

0.17 

i956 

399 

68 

467 

50 

5 

55 

O.II 

0.01 

0.12 

1957 

356 

69 

425 

26 

7 

33 

0.06 

0.01 

0.07 

1958 

340 

57 

397 

28 

4 

32 

0.06 

0.01 

0.07 

1959 

309 

35 

344 

20 

4 

24 

0.04 

0.01 

0.05 

i960 

330 

37 

367 

25 

1 

26 

0.05 

0.002 

0.05 

1961 

284 

49 

333 

27 

4 

31 

0.06 

0.008 

0.06 

1962 

246 

34 

280 

23 

3 

26 

0.05 

0.006 

0.06 

1963 

224 

36 

260 

24 

5 

29 

0.05 

0.01 

0.06 

Table  ii. 


Notifications  and  Mortality  at  Specified  Age  Periods 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1963. 


*  New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

-  — " 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

0 — 

1 — 

5 

3 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—  . 

7 

5 

12 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

• — • 

1 

15—  . 

64 

53 

117 

9 

14 

23 

3 

— 

3 

1 

— - 

45 — 

60 

9 

69 

4 

4 

8 

8 

2 

10 

— • 

1 

65  and  upwards . . 

12 

6 

18 

— 

I 

1 

10 

— 

10 

— 

2 

Totals 

148 

76 

224 

15 

21 

36 

22 

2 

24 

1 

4 

*  Includes  new  cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 

other  than  by  formal  notification. 
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Table  12. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 


Area. 

Number 
of  X-ray 
Films. 

Number 
referred 
to  Chest 
Clinic. 

New  Cases 

of 

Tuberculosis 

notified. 

0/ 

/o 

Cases  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Unit  iA. 

Industrial  Firms 

t  * 

2,557 

20 

1 

0.03 

General  Public 
Ponteland  .  . 
Dinnington.  •  \ 

Brunswick  .  . 
Forest  Hall .  . 

Burradon  .  . 
Fordley 

3,426 

64 

7 

0.20 

Prudhoe 
Throckley  .  . 
Gosforth 
Wideopen  .  . 
Unit  2. 

Alnwick 

941 

18 

— ■ 

— 

Amble 

237 

2 

— 

— ■ 

Ashington 

57i 

14 

2 

0-35 

Bedlington 

530 

11 

— 

— 

Blyth  .  . 

5i3 

6 

— 

— 

Cambois 

290 

7 

- - 

— 

Morpeth 

748 

12 

1 

0.13 

Seaton  Delaval 

389 

5 

— 

• - - 

Wallsend 

3,37i 

3i 

5 

0.15 

Willington  Quay 

B733 

10 

— 

— - 

Whitley  Bay  .  . 

734 

9 

— 

- - 

Psychiatric  Hospitals 

1,023 

19 

- - 

— 

Approved  School 

60 

- - 

■ 

' 

Unit  2  (Caravan) 

Alnwick 

55 

1 

— 

0.76 

Bedlington 

261 

10 

2 

Blyth  .  . 

475 

10 

1 

0.21 

Cambois 

437 

6 

— 

— 

Kielder 

288 

5 

— 

0.68 

Morpeth 

146 

6 

1 

Shiremoor 

24 

1 

— 

— 

Wallsend 

2,890 

55 

5 

0.17 

Willington  Quay 

389 

9 

— 

— 

Old  People’s  Homes 

339 

10 

— 

— • 

Approved  Schools 

268 

4 

1 

0-37 

Totals 

22,695 

345 

26 

O.II 

go 


Table  13. 

CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

Work  of  the  Social  Worker 


Home  Visits 

•  ♦  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

514 

Sanatorium  Visits 

•  •  ••  •  •  •  « 

•  • 

685 

Seen  at  Chest  Clinics 

•  «  ••  ••  u  » 

6Q7 

Details  of  help  given  : — - 

After-Care  Sub -Committees  : 

Extra  nourishment  .  . 

170 

Bedding  and  clothing 

22 

Travelling  expenses  .  . 

69 

Other  help 

48 

National  Assistance  Board  : 

Extra  nourishment  .  . 

22 

Bedding  and  clothing 

20 

Travelling  expenses  .  . 

3 

Allowances 

1 16 

Other  help 

16 

Resettlement  : — 

To  Ministry  of  Labour  D.R.O. 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

•  . 

48 

To  Government  Training  Centre 

of  Industrial  Rehabilitation 

Unit 

•  •  ••  ••  •  • 

o  • 

10 

Attended  Resettlement  Clinics 

.  .  •  •  •  .  oo 

•  • 

— 

Commenced  work 

•  •  ••  •  •  •• 

•  • 

22 

To  convalescent  holiday 

•  •  ••  ot  e  • 

to  • 

6 

Help  for  cases  was  also  obtained  from  other  sources  including  Nursing 
Care  Committees  ;  Home  Help,  Children  and  Handicapped  Services  ;  Marie 
Curie  Memorial  Foundation  ;  Dr.  Barnardo’s  ;  National  Society  for  Cancer 
Relief  ;  John  Hunter  Routledge  Memorial  Fund  ;  Chest  and  Heart  Associ¬ 
ation  ;  local  voluntary  services  and  other  Societies. 


Table  14. 
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5089 

Service 

County 

Chiropodists 

Voluntary 

Services 
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Table  15. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  DENTAL  SERVICE. 

EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS— Number  provided  with 

Dental  Care. 


Number  examined . . 

Needing  treatment 

Treated 

Attendances 

Made  dentally  fit  . . 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1.447 

1,206 

1,005 

5.343 

904 

L358 

1,136 

950 

5,204 

940 

i,597 

1,405 

i,257 

5,608 

1,045 

1,221 

1,050 

854 

4,487 

689 

1,235: 

1,075c 

923 

4,403 

787 

PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN — Number  provided  with  Dental  Care 

Number  examined 

Needing  treatment 

Treated 

Attendances 

Made  dentally  fit  .  . 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

19635; 

1,641 

L368 

1,140 

1,910 

1,013 

1,848 

L542 

1,288 

2,076 

917 

2,421 

1,863 

1,636 

2,370 

1,250 

2,489 

1,869 

1,677 

2,660 

1,066 

2,399  i: 
1,802 1 

1,739*1 

3,02I( 

1,256: 

EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS — Forms  of  treatment  provided. 


1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

19635 

Extractions .  . 

4,833 

3,499 

3,644 

2,780 

L943  f 

Anaesthetics — Local 

1,061 

972 

974 

738 

9231 

General 

373 

320 

306 

247 

149 

Fillings 

Scalings  or  scaling  and  gum 

1,808 

1,730 

L558 

1,690 

1,9621 

treatment 

412 

274 

405 

227 

435 

Silver  nitrate  treatment  .  . 

21 

26 

9 

13 

10 

Dressings  .  . 

293 

185 

242 

147 

441 

Radiographs 

228 

194 

197 

158 

158 

Dentures — Complete 

688 

753 

655 

515 

475 

— Partial .  . 

221 

248 

251 

202 

191 

—Repairs 

40 

43 

36 

29 

28 

PRE-SCHOOL  CHILDREN — Forms  of  treatment  provided 


1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Extractions .  . 

2,148 

1,886 

2,267 

2,408 

2,545 

Anaesthetics — Local 

75 

75 

142 

50 

90 

— General 

606 

579 

708 

709 

726 

Fillings 

Scaling  or  scaling  and  gum 

859 

836 

878 

942 

1,144 

treatment 

38 

6 

24 

3i 

62 

Silver  nitrate  treatment  . . 

53i 

544 

573 

594 

701 

Dressings  . . 

50 

62 

81 

59 

58 

Radiographs 

10 

2 

6 

6 

9 

Dentures — Complete 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

— Partial . . 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Nil. 

— Repairs 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Table  16. 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 

MID W IFERY 
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Whooping  Cough  Vaccination. 
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Whooping  Cough  only  Total. 

uvxox  j 

346 

506 

967 

1177 

1334 

3346 

512 

645 

8833 

BT°X 

8221 

£9-6h6T  j 

2 

72 

6 

38 

1 

2 

tH 

^  29-8461 

VO 

89-4961  j 

3 

19 

7 

193 

12 

726 

19 

o\ 

t-~ 

<3\ 

Z,9-£9  61 

vO 

Ov 

rH 

>o 

<N 

6961 

1 

2 

3 

24 

8 

223 

8 

3 

272 

896T 

0961 

1 

6’ 

10 

24 

11 

102 

9 

7 

170 

6961 

|  165 

1 

I96T 

17 

14 

31 

31 

72 

309 

32 

16 

3310]  522 

0961 

04 

in 

2961 

160 

253 

503 

425 

771 

595 

291 

312 

i 

T96I 

co 

00 

r-H 

£961 

162 

212 

413 

408 

454 

1353 

152 

307 

3461 

2961 

14895 

uvxox  |  I  I  1  1  |  ^  ^  II  " 

pnox 

r-H 

£9-6461  I 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

29-8461 

1 

89-4961 

1  1  1  1  1  1  H  M 

tH 

£9-£9 61 

r-H 

6961  1  !  1  1  1  1  1  1  !l 

1 

8961 

1 

096T  1  1  I  !  1  I  1  1  1  1 

1 

69  6T 

1 

1961  1  1  1  1  1  I  1  1  1  1  1 

0961 

I 

3961  1  1  1  1  1  1  H  1  II 

rH 

T96T 

I  1 

£961  i  1  I  1  !  1  1  1  I 

1 

2  961 

1  ! 

Triple  Antigen  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

1 

(/) 

nvxox 

1; 

13 

4 

00 

T - 1 

PBOX 

00 

£9-6461 

I  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

29-8461 

I 

Children  Born  in  Yeai 

89-496T 

1  1  1  1  1  1  "  1 

T— 1 

LS~£S 6T 

vO 

CO 

6961 

I  1  1  1  II  1  1 

1 

8961 

C\ 

rH 

0961 

!  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

I 

696T 

rH 

T96I 

I  1  1  1  1  1  !  1 

' 

0961 

<N 

3961 

1 

13 

2 

tH 

1961 

£961 

1  1  1  1  I  1  ^  1 

T— ( 

2961 

VO 

tH 

uvxox 

346 

506 

967 

1177 

1333 

3332 

507 

645 

8813 

ET°X 

18142 

£9-6461 

2 

72 

6 

38 

1 

119 

29-84-61 

VO 

|  89-4961 

3 

19 

7 

193 

12 

726 

17 

977; 

£9-£96T 

459 

6961 

1 

2 

3 

24 

8 

223 

8 

3 

272 

8961 

232 

j  0961 

1 

6 

10 

24 

11 

102 

9 

7 

170 

6961 

164 

1961 

17 

14 

31 

31 

72 

309 

32 

16 

522 

096T 

522 

3961 

160 

253 

503 

425 

770 

581 

289 

312 

CO  1 

2  T96I 

CO  | 

1819 

j  £961 

162 

212 

413 

408 

454 

1353 

151 

307 

3460 

2961 

4879 

Sub  Committee 
Area. 

North  No.  1  ... 

North  No.  2  ... 

Central 

East 

South  ... 

South  East 

West  ... 

Wallsend 

1963  Totals  ... 

Corresponding 
Totals  for 
1962 . 

Table  19. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


co 
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co 
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O 

55 

KH 

H 

H 

1— 1 

CO 

A 

£ 

<1 

co 

W 

o 

Jz; 
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a 

A 

M 

a 


Total. 

S 

VOHP-Of^HlOCC 

HOW  O  X  ^  0^00 
r>T  crT  T— iHi-iD't  h 
10  10  h  n 

rH  r — 1  04  OT  r— 1  CO  rH 

1,610,295 

^  01  in  co  in 
ON  O  C  CM  co 
th  c  in  co  0 

Tf  of  t>f  vo"  rH 
00  CO  co  04 

rH 

283,149 

1,893,444 

CL 

N  IO  Ti-  H  O  Tf- 

t^04co04CTi-rHC0 

r-  0  xh  co  ^04^04 
cT  r-T  00"  aT  vo*  of  of  crT 

H  CO  OJ  ^  CJ  H 

205,989 

00  !>  O'  in 
2  0  O'  0  t-* 

LC'NO'CO 

id 

25,689 

231,678 

CO  in  00  CO  VO  04  04  'O 
HlOOH'OOCO’t 
CO  C  VO  co^co 

of  of  0  t>  r-T  of  \o  '  o' 

rH  rH 

55,294 

VO  rH  in  0 
inHOlNrj- 

t>  04^  vo 

H  Of 

5,279 

60,573 

Fourth  Quarter. 

M. 

O400O4CC^CrH00 
H-cor^040404o»c> 
CT  VO  VO  Th  Tf  rH 

CO  oT  <0  in'  irT  lO  CO  10 
Tt-  co  10  rh  co  c\| 

411,366 

|  20,914 

996 

8,840 

36,433 

5,964 

73,147 

484,513 

CL 

HOi-t^iDfOvO'O 

COHCOOOOJvQi* 

r^HNcoinco^-co 

of  co  c  r-T  vo  of  10  rf" 

tH 

52,712 

cv  on  00  vo  <n 
00  C\J  O'  t-~  00 
on  00  vo  cd  04 
, — t  on  T—i 

7,069 

59,781 

>“0 

tsWtN't'flON 

HO^OM'ONN 

00  t-  r^oo  o^vo  co 

CI  H  H  CO  rH  H 

13,942 

^  -  rt  rH  O 
VO  Jg  GO  O  Th 
CO  <0  rH  VO  rH 

1,332 

15,274 

Third  Quarter. 

M. 

O^fOCO^GOMH 

LOiOt^vOcOCOCOiO 

0  0  CO  1C)  CJ  <N  H  H 

(o'  o'  xh'  o'  Tf  in  in  rf- 
r*-  rj-  in  xt-  00  04 

408,203 

60  04  co  Os  CO 
CO  Tf  04  co  CO 
M 

n  0  owt 

W  04  rH  CO 

hH 

74,577 

482,780 

CL 

no\onooowo 
ooinincoocvjcoH- 
CO  H  00  ij- 0  >o  N 

<m  of  cC  vo"  vo  oi  in  rj- 

tH 

49,639 

Pi  ^inaoo' 

M  CO  co  O'  <M 

jjq  ninono 

J  i-7  rH  CO  r-T 

(V 

6,804 

56,443 

int^o^ooiCvi- 
in  in  co  co  't  0 
Mshcoaa\^co 

04  r — 1  rH  04  rH  rH 

13,949 

0 

r  0  04  vo  co 
w  in  04  04  rH  in 

CO  04  VO  rH 

w 

0 

1,380 

15,329 

Second  Quarter. 

a 

aocoHincOj.^ 

x.  't  r-  S 

0  N  (»  N  CO  n  N 
N-OOc£)U-)rJ-OOCN_j; 

397,397 

BULAN 

22,402 

552 

9,159 

33,824 

5,382 

71,319 

468,716 

CL 

'O  +  o^ioot'co 

NNNifjNi^OrH 

co  “"^o  O'  r-.  vo  0 
cm  cT  O'  ^  vd  cm  in'  id* 

rH 

CO 

O' 

°1 

rH 

uo 

a 

<3^  VD  O'  CM  Tt-  CM 

h  00  O'  rH  VO  <M 

co  th  O'  O'  <D 
th  or  ih 

6,483 

58,476 

^HCOO<N-tOO\ 

oni-^^oavcoco 

Jg  in  00  co  04  in  co 

04  i — 1  r — 1  CO  1 — 1  rH 

13,805 

rH  CO  ^  CO  rH 

co  04  0  c 

CO  04  in  rH 

1,377 

15,182 

-  irst  Quarter. 

M. 

<oot>r^THVDvoT^ 

o'ncoooocoo 

HlOi-OOOHrtt^ 

of  in'  Th'  <0  r—T  t>T  co  00 
cocot^in^ooo4co 

393,329 

co  cm  00  r-'  vo 
i-nvOMin 

00 vo  co  >n 

0"  go  00  in 

<N  IN 

64,106 

457,435 

CL 

C004OOOc000C 

fOCOoocoinoootN 

04  >n  0  in  vo  h  co  vo 
of  04  c  of  o'  of  >n  ^ 

vH 

51,645 

rJ-HOOOH 

04  H"  Tt*  O** 
rH  04  VO  04  O 

rH  04  rH 

5,333 

56,978 

mcNiOTj-ON-COiO 

iniOVO<NlOr'~COM 

vo  vo  >n  O'  t"  rH  in  co 

04  rH  rH  CO  rH  vH 

13,598 

0  O  N  O'  Hj- 
VO  00  t>  rj- 
CO  r-H  tJ-  iH 

1,190 

14,788 

Area. 

North  No.  1... 
North  No.  2.. 
Central 

East  ... 

South  East  .. 
South 
Wallsend 
West... 

Total  ... 

North  No.  1  ... 
North  No.  2  ... 
Central 

West  ... 

South  ... 

Total  ... 

TotalAmbulance 

Service 

Journeys,  P— Patients.  M — Mileage. 
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Table  20. 


Ambulance  Service  Statistics. 


Stations. 

Vehicles 

Journeys 

Patients 

Mileage 

Alnwick 

3 

B837 

6,645 

83,568 

Ashington  .  . 

5 

6,37i 

21,997 

128,029 

Bedlington  .  . 

5 

3,527 

14,370 

110,831 

Berwick 

3 

2,016 

6,098 

81,204 

Blyth 

4 

3,886 

14,951 

100,199 

Broomhill  .  . 

3 

B335 

5,809 

72,843 

Morpeth 

4 

2,902 

10,628 

90,955 

Prudhoe 

1 

707 

3,369 

27,215 

Seaton  Delaval 

4 

2,680 

9,352 

73,014 

Throckley  .  . 

5 

4,i45 

15,770 

118,557 

Wallsend 

4 

6,332 

22,414 

94,965 

Whitley  Bay 

4 

4,686 

17,138 

101,843 

Wideopen  .  . 

7 

7,600 

30,107 

199,719 

Agency  Service — • 

Smiths,  Thropton 
British  Red  Cross 

2 

1,128 

4,380 

69,503 

Society 

St.  John  Ambulance 

9 

4,3o6 

17,537 

194,674 

Brigade 

1 

1,813 

5,38o 

62,591 

Henderson,  Alston 

1 

23 

44 

585 

Details  of  Persons  Carried. 


| 

Accident 

and 

Emergency 

Stretcher 

Cases. 

Accident 

and 

Emergency 
Other  Cases 

Treatment 

Cases. 

Others 

Total 

Patients 

Carried. 

Relatives 

Carried 

Total 
No.  of 
Persons 
Carried. 

n 

5,227 

6,134 

181,323 

2,778 

195,462 

62,987 

258,449 

2 

5U39 

5,825 

179,549 

4,483 

194,996 

63,011 

258,007 

3 

5,536 

5,777 

190,566 

4, no 

205,989 

64,656 

270,645 

98 

Table  21. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


Area. 

Number  of  cases 
assisted. 

Home  Helps  employed 
at  31st  December. 

Full-time 

Part-time 

Full-time 

Part-time 

North  No.  1 

4 

121 

— 

43 

North  No.  2 

1 

208 

— 

81 

East 

1 

648 

— 

106 

Central  . . 

3 

552 

1 

118 

South 

53 

764 

1 

214 

South-East 

24 

971 

1 

142 

West 

4 

277 

— 

XI4 

Wallsend . . 

2 

356 

— 

1 1.5 

Totals  . . 

92 

3.897 

3 

933 

T 

YPES  OF  C 

'ase  Assisted. 

Full-time 

Part-time 

Total 

Total  for 
1962 

Confinement 

81 

124 

205 

193 

Acute  Illness 

9 

161 

170 

176 

Old  Age  and  Chronic 
illness 

— 

3.493 

3.493 

3.354 

Blind 

— ■ 

79 

79 

85 

Tuberculosis 

— 

30 

30 

28 

Problem  cases  includ¬ 
ing  children  in  ab¬ 
sence  of  mother 

2 

10 

12 

8 

Totals  . . 

92 

3.897 

3,989 

3,844 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  compared  with  last  year  was  : 


Full-time 

Part-time 

Total 

3 

933 

936 

3 

892 

895 

31st  December,  1963 
31st  December,  1962 


t  • 


•  • 
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Table  22. 

Mental  Health  Service. 


Number  of  mentally  ill  patients  dealt  with  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  under 

the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Admitted  for  Observation 

(Section  25) 

2  5 

53 

77 

Admitted  for  Treatment 

(Section  26) 

19 

21 

40 

Admitted  for  Observation  in  cases  of 

Emergency  (Section  29)  .  . 

74 

88 

162 

118 

161 
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Summary  of  Visits  made  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 


District. 

Area 
(Acres) . 

Population 

(Esti¬ 

mated). 

Subnormal 

and 

Severely 

Subnormal. 

Mental 

Illness. 

Social 

Welfare. 

Total. 

Alnwick  .  . 

293,284 

38,945 

209 

327 

370 

906 

Ashington 

83.9^0 

115.765 

449 

438 

811 

1,698 

Berwick  .  . 

241,186 

27,820 

163 

336 

I29 

628 

Blyth 

13,001 

123,210 

337 

748 

1,063 

2,148 

Hexham  . . 

548,822 

52.4IG 

303 

35i 

301 

955 

South  North- 

umberland 

96,002 

133.050 

692 

847 

565 

2,104 

1,276,205 

491,200 

2.153 

3.047 

3,239 

8,439 
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Table  24. 

WELFARE  OF  BLIND  AND  OTHER  HANDICAPPED 

PERSONS 


Blind  Welfare. 

Register  of  Blind  Persons. 


Total,  31st  December,  1962 

•  • 

♦  • 

.  .  747 

Names  added  to  register  : — 

New  cases 

•  • 

68 

New  cases  transferred  from  partially  sighted  register 

14 

82 

Transfers  In 

Names  removed  from  register  : — 

•  • 

IO 

92 

839 

Deaths  .  . 

•  * 

III 

Decertified 

•  • 

7 

Transfers  Out  .  . 

•  • 

11 

—  129 

Total,  31st  December,  1963 

•  • 

•  • 

710 

Register  of  Partially  Sighted 

Total,  31st  December,  1962 

•  • 

•  • 

. .  281 

Names  added  to  register  : — 

New  cases 

•  • 

4i 

Transferred  from  register  of  blind 

•  • 

1 

42 

Transfers  In 

•  • 

3 

—  45 

326 

Names  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  .  . 

A  • 

35 

Transfers  to  register  of  blind  .  . 

•  * 

14 

Transfers  Out  .  . 

•  A 

7 

Decertified 

•  • 

1 

—  57 

Total,  31st  December,  1963 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

.  .  269 

Home  Teacher’s  Visits 

Social  visits  (blind) 

.  .  6,209 

Social  visits  (partially  sighted) 

•  •  1,233 

To  give  lessons  .  . 

501 

To  investigate  new  cases  .  .  .  .  . . 

124 

To  accompany  patients  to  hospital,  etc. 

41 

Special  visits 

.  .  I, IOI 

To  homes  and  hospitals 

469 

Conveyance  to  clubs  . . 

625 

10,303 

i . 


102 


Children. 

On  31st  December,  19O3,  the  children  on  the  register  were  classified  as 
follows  : — 


Under  5  years — 

At  home 
In  hospital .  . 

5-15  years— 

Attending  special  schools 
Attending  other  schools  . . 
Left  school  at  15  .  . 
Ineducable 


Partially 
Blind.  Sighted. 

1  2 

1  — 

7  18 

—  8 

—  2 

6  2 

15  32 


Register  of  General  Handicapped. 

Total,  31st  December,  1962 
Names  added  to  register  : — 

New  cases  . . 


843 

135 


978 

Names  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Left  district  and  miscellaneous  removals  from 

register  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  28 

—  70 

Total,  31st  December,  1963  .  .  908 

Visits  paid  : — 

Social  welfare  visits  to  handicapped  .  .  . .  3.503 

Visits  on  behalf  of  handicapped  . .  . .  . .  796 


Register  of  Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

Total,  31st  December,  1962. 
Names  added  to  register  : —  . . 


4.299 


302 
1 1 


313 

Names  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Removals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  9 

—  13 


Total,  31st  December,  1963  . .  300 


Visits  paid  by  staff  of  Northumberland  and  Durham  Mission. 

At  home  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  780 

In  hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  128 

At  work  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  60 

On  behalf  of  deaf  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  196 


1,164 


(In  addition,  home  teachers  in  the  North  and  West  paid  115  visits  to 

deaf  persons) . 
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Table  25, 

General  Handicapped — Classifications. 

(including  Children  under  16). 

Total  on 
register 

31st  December. 


A/E 

Amputation 

76 

F 

Arthritis  and  rheumatism 

1 12 

G 

Congenital  deformities 

72 

H/L 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito¬ 

urinary  systems  ;  of  the  heart  or  circ¬ 
ulatory  system  ;  of  the  respiratory 
system  (other  than  tuberculosis)  and 
of  the  skin  - 

Asthma 

14 

Bronchitis  and  bronchiectasis 

Valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  angina 

11 

pectoris,  cardiac  degeneration, 
myocarditis,  rheumatic  heart. 

mitral  stenosis 

32 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcers 

1 

Miscellaneous 

3 

61 

Q/T 

Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax, 

abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk  injuries  or 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of 

the  upper  or  lower  limbs  and  of  the 
spine  : — 

Paralysis  due  to  injury  or  disease  ; 

Paraplegia 

62 

Osteomyelitis 

3 

Muscular  atrophy,  dystrophy 

18 

Miscellaneous  injuries 

62 

- - 

M5 

V 

Organic  nervous  diseases  : — 

Disseminated  sclerosis 

95 

Epilepsy 

60 

Parkinson’s  disease 

16 

Post  poliomyelitis 

77 

Cerebral  palsy 

86 

Hemiplegia 

35 

Cerebral  thrombosis 

14 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

4 

Miscellaneous 

26 

413 

u/w 

Neurosis,  psychosis  and  other  nervous 
and  mental  disorders  (not  included  in  V) 

9 

Y 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory) 

8 

Z 

Miscellaneous 

12 

908 


New  cases 
registered 
during  year 
20 
17 
3 


2 

1 


2 

1 


5 

8 

II 


18 

3 

4 
9 

7 

11 

3 

5 


2 

1 

2 


135 


104 


Table  26. 

HOUSING. 


County  Districts. 

New  Hou 

3es  Completed  during  1963. 

Total 

1962. 

Local 

Authority. 

Other 

Housing 

Authority. 

Private. 

Total. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick 

— 

— 

1 

1 

*5 

Blyth 

15 

— 

73 

88 

204 

Morpeth 

15 

10 

64 

89 

166 

Wallsend 

86 

— 

— 

86 

5* 

Whitley  Bay 

16 

— 

238 

254 

159 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

19 

— 

4 

23 

67 

Amble 

38 

— : 

12 

50 

7 

Ashington  .  . 

47 

1 

— 

48 

65 

Bedlingtonshire 

74 

— 

275 

349 

465 

Gosforth 

6 

— 

33 

39 

42 

Hexham 

18 

— 

12 

30 

25 

Longbenton 

96 

73 

47 

21.6 

248 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

80 

— 

8 

88 

1 

Newburn 

92 

— 

278 

370 

499 

Prudhoe 

39 

10 

4 

53 

117 

Seaton  Valley 

36 

— 

97 

133 

109 

Boroughs  and  Urban 

Districts  Total  . . 

677 

94 

1146 

1917 

2240 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

— 

17 

17 

11 

Belford 

— _ 

— 

8 

8 

52 

Bellingham . . 

7 

1 

1 

9 

25 

Castle  Ward 

12 

92 

216 

320 

644 

Glendale 

4 

— 

4 

8 

7 

Haltwhistle .  . 

4 

— 

12 

16 

8 

Hexham 

12 

— 

38 

5o 

58 

Morpeth 

172 

— 

47 

219 

82 

Norham  and  Islandshires .  . 

9 

— 

4 

13 

5 

Rothbury  .  . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

6 

Rural  Districts  Total 

220 

93 

349 

662 

898 

Totals  . . 

897 

187 

*495 

2579 

3138 

Table  27. 
Slum  Clearance. 


County  Districts. 

Formal  Action. 

Discontinued 

Informally. 

Total 

Discontinued. 

Demol¬ 

ished 

Closed  not 
Demolished. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick  upon  Tweed 

2 

4 

13 

19 

Blyth 

27 

7 

— 

34 

Morpeth 

6 

2 

— 

8 

Wallsend 

7 

5 

— 

12 

Whitley  Bay 

1 

— 

1 

Urban  Districts — - 

Alnwick 

24 

9 

— 

33 

Amble 

3 

8 

4 

15 

Ashington  .  . 

3 

— 

3 

Bedlingtonshire 

^5 

4 

— 

69 

Gosforth 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Hexham 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Longbenton 

20 

— 

— 

20 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Newburn 

103 

32 

— 

135 

Prudhoe 

80 

2 

1 

83 

Seaton  Valley 

55 

2 

— 

57 

.Dorougiib  diici  urudii 

Districts  Total  .  . 

393 

80 

19 

492 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Belford 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Bellingham .  . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Castle  Ward 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Glendale 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Haltwhistle .  . 

5 

2 

7 

Hexham 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Morpeth 

1 

26 

2 

29 

Norham  and  Islandshires .  . 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Rothbury  .  . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Rural  Districts  Total 

13 

36 

4 

53 

Totals 

406 

116 

23 

545 

io6 

Table  28. 

Improvement  Grants — (1)  Standard  Grants. 


County  Districts. 

Number  of  separate  houses  for 
which  grants  were  made. 

During  1963. 

Total  to  Date. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick  upon  Tweed 

6 

21 

Blyth 

6 

21 

Morpeth 

5 

3^ 

Wallsend 

79 

134 

Whitley  Bay 

7 

22 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

8 

29 

Amble 

9 

1 1 

Ashington 

1 1 

38 

Bedlingtonshire 

11 

20 

Gosforth 

23 

61 

Hexham 

6 

24 

Longbenton  .  . 

7 

65 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

12 

44 

Newburn 

30 

127 

Prudhoe 

4 

4 

Seaton  Valley 

29 

IOI 

Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts  Total 

252 

758 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

13 

100 

Belford 

5 

21 

Bellingham 

1 

12 

Castle  Ward  .  . 

7 

29 

Glendale 

5 

139 

Haltwhistle 

13 

60 

Hexham 

13 

29 

Morpeth 

6 

48 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

3 

17 

Rothbury 

3 

24 

Rural  Districts  Total 

69 

479 

Totals 

321 

1237 

NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  PROVIDED  WITH 


Bath  or 

Washhand 

Hot  Water 

Water 

Food 

Shower 

Basin 

Supply 

Closet 

Store 

1963 . 

236 

244 

226 

211 

191 

Total  to  Date.  . 

798 

959 

732 

845 

622 

107 


Improvement  Grants — (2)  Discretionary  Grants. 


J - 

County  Districts. 

Applies 

c 

itions  dealt 
luring  1963 

with 

Total 
approved 
to  date. 

Submitted 
to  Local 
Authority. 

Rejected. 

Approved. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick 

18 

1 

17 

117 

Blyth 

17 

— 

17 

278 

Morpeth 

6 

— • 

6 

i47 

Wallsend 

44 

2 

42 

334 

Whitley  Bay 

2 

2 

— 

27 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

6 

— 

6 

105 

Amble 

21 

1 

20 

188 

Ashington 

39b 

— 

396 

i4i9 

Bedlingtonshire 

73 

1 

72 

879 

Gosforth 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Hexham 

18 

2 

16 

148 

Longbenton 

28 

— 

28 

199 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

10 

— 

10 

297 

Newburn 

25 

— 

25 

231 

Prudhoe 

15 

— 

15 

138 

Seaton  Valley 

22 

— 

22 

127 

O  ugllb  dllU.  UI  UcUI  JLyibtllGLo 

Total  .  . 

701 

9 

692 

4654 

Rural  District  s — 

Alnwick 

23 

3 

20 

401 

Belford 

19 

1 

17 

223 

Bellingham 

16 

— 

16 

219 

Castle  Ward 

32 

— 

32 

416 

Glendale 

10 

■ — 

10 

563 

Haltwhistle 

17 

1 

16 

249 

Hexham 

74 

— 

74 

93b 

Morpeth 

1 1 

— 

11 

478 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

7 

— 

7 

249 

Rothbury 

8 

— 

8 

310 

Rural  Districts  Total 

217 

5 

211 

4044 

Totals  .  . 

1- - — — 

918 

14 

903 

8698 

io8 


Table  29. 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES. 


County  Districts. 

Gra  des. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Total. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 

Berwick 

31 

3 

— 

3 

37 

Blyth  . 

15 

2 

— 

— 

W 

Morpeth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wallsend 

6 

— 

1 

— 

7 

Whitley  Bay 

33 

3 

3 

5 

44 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Amble 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ashington  .  . 

16 

— 

— 

• — 

16 

Bedlingtonshire 

33 

4 

3 

— 

40 

Gosforth 

15 

1 

1 

5 

22 

Hexham 

9 

— 

— 

1 

10 

Longbenton 

10 

— 

— 

— - 

10 

Newbiggin  by  the  Sea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Newburn 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Prudhoe 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Seaton  Valley 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Rural  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Belford 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Bellingham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Castle  Ward 

8 

— 

1 

1 

10 

Glendale 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Haltwhistle 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hexham 

14 

— 

1 

— 

15 

Morpeth 

— - 

— 

— 

Norham  and  Islandshires 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rothbury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

213 

13 

10 

15 

251 

Percentage  of  Total 

84.8 

5-2 

4.0 

6.0 

— 

